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Presentation topics include but are not limited to:

Music and self-determination
Protest songs past and present
Music on the Asia-Pacific periphery
Physical and digital mobilisation
Musical propaganda

Music policy and musical policy y h

Musical gentrification ‘ i 4
Cultural tourism

Heritage and cultural mapping
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How to Apply

‘We encourage submissions from all disciﬁlinaxy backgrounds. Please send an abstract of 200-250 words to
musicalmobilisation @une.edu.au by June 13, 2025.

HDR Support

We are excited to offer travel subsidies of $300 (AUD) to four HDR candidates. If you wish to be considered for
the HDR travel subsidy, please indicate this in your email and the symposium convenors will assess the
submissions and award to the highest quality abstracts.

Enquiries

Please send your enquiries to musicalmobilisation @une.edu.au.
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THE.UNE ASIA PACIFIC NETWORK PROUDLY PRESENTS

Discussion around music and political mobxlmuon has been dominated by two perspectives which this event speaks to and
expands upon. Firstly, the topic has largely been examined from Western positions and using Eurocentric frameworks. 1
project encourages and solicits case studies from the Asia Pacific region to broaden the scope of how music politically motivates
agents and how these structures operate globally. Secondly, discussions of this topic tend to focus on one direction of power,
that is musical modes of resistance. However, it is crucial to think about the opposing and reciprocal flow of power and how
governments, institutions and dominant groups listen to and perform music with fervour equal to that of protest groups and
cultural minorities. Additionally, the interplay and dialogue between these opposing modes reveals how music, operating as a
soft power, is often caught up in both the messaging and identity of groups and communities.
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The Asia Pacific region holds great importance for the discourse of politics and music, as its diverse cultural, historical, and
political landscapes have fostered unique musical expressions that both reflect and challenge prevailing power structures. In
many countries in the region, music is commonly used to mobilise support for political parties during election campaigns, as
well as to facilitate political resistance and mobilisation. Punk rock has been a powerful medium for youth dissent in Indonesia,
Chi hailand, Myanmar, and the Philippines, fostering cross-class solidarity against authoritarianism and militarism. In the
Oceupied Palestinian Territories, artists like Daboor and Shabjdeed use rap to resist Israeli oppression, while India’s
Bloodywood blends folk metal with sharp critiques of political corruption and hypocrisy. The region's complex histories;

marked by colonial legacies, rapid modernisation, and varying levels of democratic governance—have cultivated »
musical genres that intertwine traditional influences with modern political narratives, underscoring its capacity to N
shape political discourse and inspire transformative social change across the Asia Pacific. P ’@

for collaborative discussions led by the convening team, and a one-day symposium
on October 24 at UNE Sydney, where participants will present 20-minute talks

alongside a keynote speaker. Following the symposium, selected papers will be developed for publication
in collaboration with the convening team.

k EXPRESSION OF INTEREST:
JUNE\13, 2025
WORKSHOP:
AUGUST 22, 2025
SYMPOSIUM:

OCTOBER 24, 2025
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