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School of ?????
University of New England

Armidale NSW 2351
Australia

Phone  
02 6773 ????
?????@une.edu.au

www.une.edu.au/?????

Write the Project Title Here

Dear Participant,

I wish to invite you to participate in my research on the above topic.  My name is Ms Ellie Simpson and I have been a teacher for 10 years and I am now completing a Master of ????? at the University of New England. Associate Professor Daisy Dunn is my Principal Researcher, Dr Pam Williams, is my Co-Supervisor, 
I are hoping that young people will help me by taking part in this study. 
This Information Sheet has the answers to many of the questions that you may have about the study.  There is a lot of information in here so don’t worry if it is too much to read in one hit.  Just read through it a bit at a time if you want.
What is the study for and why is it being done
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I hope that by doing this study, I will learn more about how suitable some tests are for children. There is a lot of research about using tests with children who have difficulty learning, but not very much on whether these tests are good at measuring children’s learning skills. This information will help meto develop better tests that are more suitable for children. 
These tests will also help you, your family and your teachers better understand how to help you with some learning tasks that you may have been finding difficult in class. 
What would I be asked to do if I took part in the study?
I want you to take two (2) different tests over two (2) different days. These tests will start off easy and slowly get a little bit harder as they go along. You will be asked to take these tests with Ms Simpson when you are at school. The tests will take you between two to four hours to finish.
Once you have finished the tests, Ms Simpson will be scoring them and the she will write a report to share with you, your family, and your teachers, if you give permission. 

Will my parents have to do anything?
Apart from making sure you are happy to participate in this research project, your parents will be asked to attend a final meeting with the researchers and your teachers to explain what the report means because sometimes they can be difficult to understand. 
When and where would the testing sessions and meeting take place?
Each test will be taken in an office or room at school that you will be familiar with. The tests will take place over two days this term.

What will be done with this information that I give?
First, Ms Simpson will take the test results to her office and analyse them. Then she will combine all of the information, consult with my Principal Supervisor, Daisy Dunn, and write a report that explains the results of your tests. I are looking for things that will help me understand more about how you learn and how I can better help you learn. 
When this is being done, Ms Simpson will use a password protected computer and locked filing cupboards to make sure that no one’s information can be accessed by anyone other than the researchers named above.  Your results will remain confidential.
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At the end of the study the researchers will write a report so that I can share the information from this study with other researchers and teachers who are interested and involved in children and young people’s education. The researchers will make sure that no one’s real names are used. 

I will try to write articles about the study and publish these and also talk about the study at meetings and conferences so that what I have found out actually gets to people who might be able to use the information to help.  If I didn’t do this, then the children and young people who helped me might feel that they had done this for nothing.
Remember again though, that in any of the articles or reports, your name will not appear as what you tell me is confidential and private.  What I would do is perhaps say that “A 10 year old girl’s results suggest that….” or write that “John (not his real name), said that he likes to work out puzzles more than read about them.” 

Do I have to take part in this study?
Not at all.  You should only take part if you want to and are happy to be part of the study.

What will happen if I don’t want to take part?
Nothing at all. You have every right to say that you would rather not take part.
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Can I change my mind if I decide to participate?
Yes.  You can choose to leave the study at any time and nothing at all will be said, apart from ‘Thank you very much for taking part’.  You can also choose to discuss or not discuss any aspect of your experience - whatever you feel most comfy with.   

Will the study benefit me in any way?
I can’t promise that you will get any benefit from taking part.  However, you might feel that by describing your learning experiences and thoughts, you may be helping other young Aboriginal learners and teachers to get a better understanding of what good learners need in their learning programs. 

Have you got permission to do this study?
Yes.  I have approval from the Human Research Ethics Committee of the University of New England. Approval No. HE??/???, valid to ??/??/????.
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What if I have other questions about the study? 

Feel free to contact me with any questions about this research by email at esimpson@myune.edu.au or by phone on 02 6773 ????.

 You can also contact my Principal Supervisor, Associate Professor, Daisy Dunn. Her office phone number is 02 6773 ???? and her email address is ddunn@une.edu.au. You can also contact Dr Pam Williams, my Co-Supervisor, and her details are pwilliams@une.edu.au or by phone on 02 6773 ????. 
If you have any complaints about the way this research is conducted, please contact the Human Research Ethics Officer at the following address:
Mrs Jo-Ann Sozou

Research Services

University of New England

Armidale, NSW 2351

Telephone: (02) 6773 1115 

Email:  humanethics@une.edu.au  

What if I feel that I would like to talk to someone after the testing about any thoughts, feelings or problems that I have?
You may prefer to speak with your classroom teacher or parents, but you can also contact Kids Helpline on 1800 51 1800
Please keep this information sheet as you might want to discuss it with friends, family or relatives.  

Thanks a lot for taking the time to read this and for any help that you are able to give me with this study.

	Ellie Simpson
Student Researcher

	


