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Aims
This study will investigate the degree of knowledge and 
preparedness on farms by conducting an education/extension 
exercise to educate and raise awareness while surveying 
farmers, police, veterinarians, and other professionals in the 
industry.  Through focus groups and interviews, the study will 
“run the social ruler” over the national disease control plans as 
they would apply to small rural communities to identify those 
social impediments that may facilitate or inhibit the recognition, 
reporting and response to an EAD outbreak.  
Livestock owners across NSW, Qld and Vic will be surveyed 
by mail to gather an understanding of their level of knowledge 
about EAD, their access to information and support regarding 
EAD, and whether or not they have instigated any degree of 
bio-security on their properties.  Four rural communities will 
then be selected for case study to test preparedness at the 
community level.  Interviews and focus groups will be held 
with local livestock owners as well as various practitioners 

Background
For a nation like Australia, which exports around 80% of its total agricultural production, and where the processed food industry is the 
largest employer in regional areas, the risk of a major outbreak of an Emergency Animal Disease (EAD), such as Foot and Mouth, is a major 
concern. An outbreak of such a disease would decimate Australia’s livestock industry, cause severe financial hardship, result in considerable 
social disruption for whole communities, and threaten the national economy.  Although national disease control plans and strict quarantine 
measures mean that Australia is well prepared to quickly and effectively deal with a possible disease outbreak, relatively little is known about 
how individual farmers and small rural communities will cope if a crisis occurs.

in first responder agencies (police, state emergency services, 
veterinarians, livestock officers and other representatives of 
the agricultural industries, as well as local community leaders).  
Social impact analyses will also be conducted with each of the 
four communities to estimate the extent of the impact of an 
EAD outbreak at this level of community.  The information 
gathered will provide a deeper level of understanding 
of community preparedness, which will be invaluable to 
policy makers and the various agencies responsible for the 
management and control of EAD in Australia.

Objectives
• Develop a clearer picture of the level of local community 

preparedness in the event of a serious Emergency Animal 
Disease (EAD) outbreak.

• Identify those social factors that may facilitate or inhibit 
the implementation of disease control plans in rural 
communities.

• Make recommendations to better defend and respond to 
a potential crisis.

• Gather a deeper understanding of the social impacts of 
such a disease outbreak upon rural communities, and in 
the process, educate and raise awareness of the issues 
within the general public.
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