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Purpose 

The purpose of this procedure is to capture wild birds by hand. There are three main reasons 

why this might be desired: 1) to observe birds at close range to obtain information (e.g. 

morphometric measures) that could otherwise not be acquired, 2) to mark or attach tags, 

bands or transmitters to individuals, and 3) to conduct a scientific procedure or obtain a 

sample/s (e.g. obtain blood sample, Glosler, 2004). 

 

Definitions 

N/A 

 

Precautions: Work Health and Safety 

Researchers should be mindful of their surroundings and the local conditions prior to 

undertaking this protocol. Some animals possess the ability to inflict injury through 

talons/bill etc, so care and assessment of the safety of applying the protocol to the species 

and age of subject should be undertaken. Normal adherence to Risk Assessment 

requirements submitted for any field work activities should also be followed.  

 

 

Equipment 

A small hand net can aid in capture if required.  

 

Substances to be administered, if relevant: 

Drug name 

(generic name, 

not trade name) 

Dose rate 

(mg/kg 

body 

weight) 

Route 

IV/IM/SC/PO 

Timing of administration  

and frequency 

(eg. 90 minutes pre-

operative, to induce 

anaesthesis, during 

procedure, at specific 

intervals during the 

procedures) 

Purpose 

     
 

 

Methods 

Capture, restraint and monitoring 

Training & Competency 

The procedure will only be carried out by, or under the direct supervision of, a competent 

researcher who has experience and is proficient in the capture and handling of birds, as this 

will significantly reduce handling times and associated stress. Trainees must work under 

direct supervision until they are deemed competent by the experienced operator. 
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Birds will be captured by hand (see the procedure outline below). The required number of 

experienced personnel is likely to vary depending on the nature of the target and non-target 

bird species expected to be encountered and anticipated capture rates. Hand capture of birds 

will usually take no longer than 5 minutes (less than 1 minute on average). Throughout the 

procedure, individuals will be in direct view of the researcher(s) and therefore monitored 

continuously for signs of stress. Birds will only be restrained for this period of time required 

for banding and given procedure(s), such as blood sampling, to be completed.  

1. Individuals are captured by hand at the nest or roost site. For some species, this may 

involve reaching into a burrow (e.g. some seabirds) or nest cavity (e.g. parrots chicks) 

to capture the individual. In some cases a hand net may assist capture when it is safe 

to do so.  

2. Birds must be captured and held in such a way that prevents the animal from 

struggling and sustaining injuries, such as holding the wings or flippers close to the 

body and gently restraining the feet, legs and head. Birds must never be held in 

positions that move joints, neck, or limbs into awkward, overextended, or unnatural 

angles. Care must be taken to never compress the rib cage to point of reducing free 

breathing movement required for muscular breathers. Restraint amount should be 

adjusted to age and type of bird (i.e. very young chicks, especially altricial chicks, 

require very little effort to restrain). 

3. Non-target species captured by hand must be immediately released at the point of 

capture. The capture of non-target species, however, is highly unlikely using this 

procedure.  

4. Procedural success will be determined when the bird has been captured successfully, 

and the animal is either ready for release or the next procedure.  

Capture will not be conducted in extreme weather events that may place subjects at risk of 

injury. 

Any other protective measures to safeguard the animal’s wellbeing 

No additional requirements.  

Care of the animal after the procedure –  

Adults are released back into the wild close to the point of capture when it is safe to do so (ie 

no predators in the vicinity and individual has recovered from any sampling procedures). 

Chicks are returned to the nest. 

 

Animal Welfare Considerations 

Capture of wild birds by hand is a common procedure for many different species, particularly 

ground-nesting and burrowing seabirds or when working with young birds. Previous 

experience suggests that animal welfare risks associated with this procedure are very rarely 

encountered. The potential risks to animal welfare associated with this procedure are listed 

below, along with details on how these risks will be minimized. 

Capture of non-target species 

Capture of non-target species is highly unlikely using this capture technique, as the individual 

is often sighted and identified before capture takes place. Knowledge of the daily movements 

and activity patterns of target species, (E.g. identifying regular roosting sites) will help to 

improve capture success and reduce the unnecessary capture of non-target species 

(Whitworth, Newman, Mundkur, & Harris, 2007). Non-target species will be immediately 

released at the point of capture. 

Exposure to adverse weather and predators 

Capture must not be carried out in rainy conditions, as there is a risk that captured birds may 

develop hypothermia (Whitworth et al., 2007). Investigators must also remain alert and keep 
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watch for avian and terrestrial predators that may be drawn to struggling birds captured by 

hand. An absence of predators in the area should be confirmed \before releasing any birds. 

Pain Relief Measures: 

Animal injury or stress associated with capture, entanglement, and/or handling 

Birds will be monitored continuously throughout the procedure for signs of major stress 

(lethargy, heavily laboured or slowed breathing, temperature stress (over heated or chilled), 

loss of motor control, loss of consciousness). 

Contingency plan for injured or sick birds 

If a bird becomes sick or injured: 

− The injury will be diagnosed– if an injury does not appear likely to impair the bird it 

will be immediately released.  

− If significant impairment seems likely, the bird will be placed in a dark box or cloth 

bag and transported to the nearest veterinarian or animal hospital in a climate-

controlled vehicle. 

 

Appendices 

N/A 
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