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The Second Eric Richards Symposium in British and Australasian History 

Monday 2 September - Wednesday 4 September 2019 

University of New England, Armidale 

Organising Committee 
Dr Matthew Allen 

Dr Erin Ihde 

Dr Andrew Piper 

Associate Professor David Roberts 

Associate Professor Richard Scully 

Associate Professor Nathan Wise 

 

Locations 
All sessions will be held in the AS Lecture Theatre, located in the Arts Building.  

Morning and afternoon tea and lunch will be held in the Arts Tea Room, room 24/26. 

The conference dinner will be held at the White Bull, 117 Marsh Street Armidale. 

 

Sessions 

Keynote speakers have 45 minutes to present and 15 minutes for questions.  

All other speakers speak for 20 minutes and 10 minutes for questions.  

All chairs are asked to strictly adhere to these times so that the conference runs on time.  
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Conference Program 

Monday 2 September 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome and Introduction: 

 Welcome to Country by Mr Colin Ahoy, Elder in Residence, Oorala 

 Welcome to Symposium by Professor Michal Wilmore, Dean of the Faculty of 
Humanities, Arts, Social Sciences and Education  

 

9:30 – 10:30 Keynote 1 – Professor Angela McCarthy 
Revisiting Scottish Identity at Home and Abroad  

10:30 – 11:00 Morning Tea 

11:00 – 12:30 Session 1: Migration and Migrants in Twentieth-Century Australia 
Chair: Dr Andonis Piperoglou 

 Dr Evan Smith, Associate Professor Marinella Marmo and Associate Professor 
Andrekos Varnava - Immigration Control Policy Convergence and Divergence 
Between Britain and Australia in the Twentieth Century 

 Discussants:  Professor Angela McCarthy and Dr Jayne Persian 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 15:00 Session 2: Scotland and the Scottish Diaspora 
Chair: Professor Pam Sharpe 

 Casey Raeside - The Duke of Argyll and Moral Sentimentality in Nineteenth-
Century Scotland 

 Graham Hannaford - A Distant Readership: Letters from Australia printed in the 
Inverness Courier 

15:00 – 15:30 Afternoon Tea 

15:30 – 17:00 Session 3: Culture and Society in Twentieth-Century Britain 
Chair: Dr Davina Jackson 

 Dr Brett Holman - The apocalypse and aerial theatre in interwar Britain 

 Elmarí Whyte – The Stranger in the House: Foreign Domestic Servants in 
Interwar British Homes  

 Ellen Whitton – ‘I believe I was good value, may I ask you, please, to remember 
me?’: John Laurie, an Actor Along the Periphery. 

Tuesday 3 September 

9:30 – 10:30 Keynote 2 – Associate Professor Andrekos Varvana 
The Importance of the Works of Eric S. Richards to Mass International Migration History 
and Comparing Scottish (1800-1850) and Cypriot Emigration (1910-1960s) 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning Tea 

11:00 – 12:30 Session 4: Colonisation in Nineteenth-Century Australasia 
Chair: Dr Andrew Piper 

 Matthew Birchall - History, Sovereignty, Capital: Company Colonisation in South 
Australia and New Zealand  

 Jennifer McCoy – Land: a story of two peoples dispossessed 

 Dr Davina Jackson – Sydney’s Colonial Port: Settlement around the West Head 
of Sydney Cove 

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:30 – 15:00 Session 5: Memory and Class 
Chair:  Elmari Whyte 



4 
 
 

 Dr Lyndon Fraser  - ‘To my child now expecting to be born’: Women’s Wills as 
Acts of Remembrance in Victorian Canterbury 

 Professor Pam Sharpe - Robert McNally’s early nineteenth-century world: a 

newly discovered working-class memoir 

 Associate Professor Nathan Wise – The Makings of the Australian Moral 
Economy 

15:00 – 15:30 Afternoon Tea 

15:30 – 17:00 Session 6: Convicts 
Chair: Associate Professor Nathan Wise 

1. Professor Martin Gibbs [TBC] 
2. Associate Professor David Roberts – [TBC] 
3. Dr Matthew Allen – Locating the Convict Policeman: the Policing of New South 

Wales, 1788-1810 

19:00 Conference Dinner 

Wednesday 4 September 

9:30 – 10:30 Keynote 3 – Dr Jayne Persian 
Australian Migration History Now 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning Tea 

11:00 – 12:30 Session 7: Migrants and Ethnicities in Twentieth-Century Australia 
Chair: Dr Matthew Allen 

 Dr Andonis Piperoglou - Dirty dagoes’ respond: the transnational circulation of a 
racial slur 

 Dr Anne Beggs-Sunter - Irish-Australia and Sinn Fein; a case study from Ballarat. 
12:30 – 13:00 Lunch and Symposium Conclusion 
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Keynotes 

Professor Angela McCarthy  
Revisiting Scottish Identity at Home and Abroad 

This presentation revisits the issue of Scottish identity, an aspect of the diaspora that Eric Richards was 

sceptical about. As he put it, having reflected on the attention that some historians give to migrant identities, 

‘Most of the people who populated the “British Diaspora” would have been puzzled by these versions of their 

lives’. The talk begins by examining the threat to (and survival of) Scottish identity in the homeland, before 

exploring Scottishness in various parts of the diaspora. It concludes with suggestions for the future study of 

Scottish identity abroad encompassing the multigenerational descent group, the appropriation of 

Scottishness by others, and the need for comparison with other migrant groups.  

*** 

Angela McCarthy is Professor of Scottish and Irish History and Director of the Centre for Global Migrations at 

the University of Otago, New Zealand. 

Dr Jayne Persian 
Australian Migration History Now 

The Australian Migration History Network was launched in 2018 at the Australian Historical Association 

conference and encompasses a social media presence and various events. This paper will review the work of 

the Network and the current field of migration history in Australia. There are exciting new developments in 

Australian historiography more generally which also apply to migration historians, including the transnational 

turn, whiteness studies, and settler colonial studies. This paper argues that there are three issues particularly 

confronting migration historians today: the problematic politics of some migrant individuals and groups; (all) 

migrant complicity with settler colonialism; and the current and long-standing debate on asylum seekers.  

*** 

Jayne Persian is a historian of twentieth century Australian and international history at the University of 

Southern Queensland. Jayne has published Beautiful Balts: From Displaced Persons to New 

Australians (NewSouth Publishing, 2017) and is Co-Chief Investigator on a 2016-19 ARC Discovery 

Project: ‘Displacement and Resettlement: Russian and Russian-speaking Jewish displaced persons 

arriving in Australia via the ‘China’ route in the wake of the Second World War’. 

Associate Professor Andrekos Varnava 
The Importance of the Works of Eric S. Richards to Mass International Migration History and Comparing 

Scottish (1800-1850) and Cypriot Emigration (1910-1960s) 

Eric S. Richards was a powerhouse of migration history and his untimely loss has robbed the academy of his 

deep knowledge and further research. This keynote aims to do three things. Firstly, it will give a brief 

biography of Eric Richards the academic and the man. Secondly, it provides an overview of his major works 

relative to migration history, namely, The Leviathan of Wealth (1973), A History of the Highland Clearances, 2 

Vols. (1982 and 1985), Britannia’s Children (2004), Destination Australia (2008) and The Genesis of Mass 
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International Migration (2018), and places them in their appropriate context (both as regards Eric’s career 

and the development of migration history) and comments on their relevance for future work on migration 

history. Finally, the talk aims to compare the Scottish (Eric’s area of expertise) and Cypriot (my current and 

future research) migration experiences, showing that there are important similarities, even if these cases 

were 100 years apart. 

*** 

Associate Professor Andrekos Varnava, FRHistS, is an Associate Professor in History at Flinders University and 

an Honorary Professor in History at De Montfort University. He is the author of three monographs: British 

Cyprus and the Long Great War, 1914-1925: Empire, Loyalties and Democratic Deficit (forthcoming, 

Routledge 2019); Serving the Empire in the Great War: The Cypriot Mule Corps, Imperial Loyalty and Silenced 

Memory (ManU Press 2017; ppk.2019) and British Imperialism in Cyprus, 1878-1915: The Inconsequential 

Possession (ManU Press 2009; ppk.2012). He has edited/co-edited eight volumes, the most recent being: 

Comic Empires: The Imperialism of Cartoons, Caricature and Satirical Art (ManU Press, forthcoming 2019); 

Australia, Migration and Empire: Immigrants in a Globalised World (forthcoming, Palgrave Macmillan, 2019); 

The Great War and the British Empire: Culture and Society (Routledge, 2017); Australia and the Great War: 

Identity, Memory, Mythology (MelbU Press, 2016); Imperial Expectations and Realities: El Dorados, Utopias 

and Dystopias (ManU Press, 2015). He has published many book chapters and articles, including in English 

Historical Review (2017), The Historical Journal (2014), Journal of Modern History (2018) and Historical 

Research (2014 & 2017), with others forthcoming in Social History of Medicine (2019) and Contemporary 

British History (2020). 
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Presenters and Abstracts 

Dr Matthew Allen 
Locating the Convict Policeman: the Policing of New South Wales, 1788-1810 

Over the past half century there has been a growing scholarly interest in the development of modern policing 

in the British world which has increasingly sought to decentre the Metropolitan Police force, established by 

Lord Peel in 1829.  Important work by John Beattie, Clive Emsley, Elaine Reynolds and David Barrie, among 

others, has demonstrated the long eighteenth-century roots of professional and systematic forms of policing 

and shown the importance of police reform outside of London, both in the wider British Isles, and in 

Europe.  However, much like the convict colony itself, the police forces of New South Wales have been 

almost entirely neglected from these debates.  In fact, the system of convict constables that began as an 

expedient under Governor Phillip and expanded under his successors, was a unique hybrid between 

amateurism and professionalism which illustrates important features of police reform.  This paper will 

examine the fragmentary records of this early police force and attempt to situate them within a broader 

typology of policing in the nineteenth-century British world. 

*** 

Dr Matthew Allen is a Lecturer in Historical Criminology at the University of New England whose research is 

focused on the history of drinking, drunkenness and the policing of deviance in New South Wales, 1788-1856.  

Dr Anne Beggs-Sunter 
Irish-Australia and Sinn Fein; a case study from Ballarat 

World War One and the two Conscription campaigns opened up huge sectarian wounds in Australian cultural 

life, with Catholic Irish-Australians pitted against Protestant Irish-Australians. Feelings ran particularly deep in 

Ballarat, where James Scullin was editor of the labour daily newspaper, the Evening Echo.  The banning of 

emblems associated with the Irish nationalist movement Sinn Fein late in the war was a prelude to protests 

from Australians who organised to support the cause of Irish independence, especially through the Self 

Determination for Ireland League of Australia, formed in Melbourne in 1921. Scullin, as a leading member of 

the Australian Labor Party, took a leading role in advocating on behalf of Sinn Fein, strongly supporting the 

Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr. Daniel Mannix in his support for Irish independence. The refusal of the 

British Government to allow the Archbishop to visit his native Ireland in 1921 led to strong protests from 

Scullin and the Catholic press in Australia, and equally strong hostile outbursts against Sinn Fein. 1921 was 

indeed a year of tension for Irish-Australians.  

*** 

Dr. Anne Beggs-Sunter is an historian in the Collaborative Research Centre in Australian History at the 

Ballarat campus of Federation University. Her major interests are in Australian social, cultural and political 

history. Her special interests relate to Ballarat and its heritage conservation, the significance of the Eureka 

Stockade, and the Irish in Australia. 
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Matthew Birchall  
History, Sovereignty, Capital: Company Colonisation in South Australia and New Zealand 

This paper tells the untold story of how chartered colonial enterprise propelled the settler revolution. 

Characterised by what the New Zealand historian James Belich calls the “explosive” development of the 

Anglo-world in the long nineteenth century, the settler revolution transformed Chicago and Melbourne, 

London and New York, drawing all into a vast cultural network that straddled the globe. But while the settler 

revolution is now well integrated into British imperial history, it remains curiously disconnected from the 

global history of capitalism. In the wake of the Napoleonic Wars, however, a suite of antipodean colonisation 

and agricultural trading companies were established in London, all of which had a profound impact on British 

imperial policy in the South Pacific, an oceanic world disrupted by European landfall. 

Challenging the presumption that a “settler boom mentality” explains the surge in emigration to Britain’s 

settler colonies in the nineteenth century and calling into question Vincent Harlow’s classic distinction 

between the First and Second British Empires, this paper aims to show how and why companies remade the 

settler world in the 1830s, focusing in particular on South Australia and New Zealand 

*** 

Matthew is a Smuts Scholar at Jesus College, Cambridge, where he is working towards a PhD in History. His 

dissertation examines British colonisation and agricultural trading companies in the early nineteenth century, 

among them the Australian Agricultural Company, the Canada Company and the New Zealand Company.  

He has previously worked as the Editor for Learnerbly, an education technology platform. 

Dr Lyndon Fraser 
‘To my child now expecting to be born’: Women’s Wills as Acts of Remembrance in Victorian Canterbury 

Christchurch milliner Sarah Ann Hicks was single, pregnant and living in Melbourne when she wrote two wills 

in 1869, one of which featured the words in the title of this paper. She gave her sister, Eliza, an annual sum of 

£24 to bring up her unborn child; divided her jewellery between her others sisters, Mary and Charlotte; and 

left a watch to an aunt, Mary Ann Hart, in London. The court documents produced after her death that year 

reveal that Sarah was the sole signatory of the testaments, a situation that made them invalid and led her 

father to bring an intestacy case to get access to her estate. It was not the only Supreme Court hearing that 

year where a woman’s will was deemed a legal nullity. Leontine (Countess Lily) de la Pasture had prepared a 

lovely handwritten document as a precaution, even though she hoped her demise would be ‘far away’. It was 

witnessed and signed by two women, Jane Wadsworth and Catherine ‘Finla[y]sson’, but perhaps they had 

not anticipated the prospect of ‘civil death’. When Lily died in childbirth, her husband was forced to seek 

letters of administration to the estate that she left to him as the sole beneficiary. 

Both of these 1869 cases raise questions about the nature of Victorian will-making as a mode of cultural 

production that I have touched upon in recent publications but never fully developed. How can we best 

understand and frame the actions of women like Sarah and Lily? What are we to make of their bequests? To 

what extent did the practice of ‘gifting’ differ between, say, women and men, or between denominations? At 

a deeper anthropological level, what does will-making tell us about the ways that these people viewed their 
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world and the one to come? This paper attempts to flesh out some tentative answers to these questions. I 

draw here on several hundred probate files for the Canterbury region held at Archives New Zealand in 

Christchurch. In what follows, I explore two main conceptual options for the project, neither of which are 

mutually exclusive: the notions of will-making as ‘materialized memory’ and as ‘an act of remembrance’. 

Keywords: migration; death; women; inheritance; material culture Historian.  

*** 

Lyndon Fraser is currently the Head of Department (Sociology and Anthropology) at the University of 

Canterbury and Research Fellow in Human History at the Canterbury Museum. He is Co-editor (with Linda 

Bryder) of the New Zealand Journal of History. 

Professor Martin Gibbs 
Convicts in Space: history, archaeology and the quest to place convict experiences into the physical world. 

Over the last several years the Landscapes of Production and Punishment project has revived the relationship 

between history and archaeology in an attempt to link some of the 'big data' generated from the corpus of 

convict records back into the spatial world of physical sites and places.  In this paper I summarize some of the 

recent work by the project to extract geo-location details from the documentary resource, and what this 

looks like in archaeological terms. It also flags several forthcoming projects for understanding the landscapes 

of convict labour and industry in Australia.  

*** 

Martin Gibbs is Professor of Australian Archaeology at the University of New England. He is currently CI on 

the Landscapes of Production and Punishment: The Tasman Peninsula 1830-77 project with David Roberts 

(UNE) and Hamish Maxwell-Stewart (UTas). 

Graham Hannaford 
A Distant Readership: Letters from Australia printed in the Inverness Courier 

Public interest in emigration to Australia was slower in developing in Scotland than in England. It was not 

until Governor Lachlan Macquarie, with his Scottish regiment and the Scots officials in his entourage, had 

been in the colony for a time that impressions of Australia and its prospects began to be conveyed back in 

letters written to friends and relations at home in Scotland. Thereafter, some letters from the colony found 

their way into newspapers in Scotland where they enjoyed a wider readership than most of their writers had 

intended. The extent of the influence of the letters is difficult to gauge, but it must have been a factor. By 

considering conditions in Scotland in areas where the letters appeared in the press, I ask the question 

whether those letters had potential to influence people's decisions on emigration to New South Wales.  

The paper will look at a few letters which appeared in the Inverness Courier between 1820 and 1850, a 

period which reflects an expanding colony after initial difficulties of establishment in New South Wales but 

before the official announcement of gold discoveries. 

*** 
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Graham Hannaford is a PhD student with the Collaborative Research Centre in Australian History at 

Federation University Australia. He has a BA from UNE and a MLitt in history from Scotland's University of the 

Highlands and Islands where his 2015 dissertation was on the making of the 1845 New Poor Law for Scotland. 

His PhD focuses on letters from the colony of New South Wales appearing in the Scottish press 1820 to 1850 

and their potential to influence emigration decisions. He lives in Canberra. 

Dr Brett Holman  
The apocalypse and aerial theatre in interwar Britain 

Flying was everywhere in interwar Britain, but few people actually flew. Most encountered aircraft at a 

distance, in the media, passing overhead, or at the air displays and races which were extremely popular 

forms of mass entertainment. The most prominent example of this aerial theatre was the annual Royal Air 

Force Display at Hendon, with attendance peaking in 1937 at 195,000, but there were also many smaller 

civilian displays as well as, from 1934, the more widely distributed Empire Air Day. While more serious in 

purpose, the RAF's Air Defence of Great Britain exercises held from the late 1920s and the aerial components 

of civil defence exercises from 1935 on also emulated the entertainment functions of air displays. Aerial 

theatre was perhaps the most influential means by which non-flyers learned about aviation and its 

capabilities, and looking at the ideas it presented as well as how people responded to them can tell us much 

about the public understanding of the aeroplane, especially its use in warfare. Here I will trace how the 

knock-out blow from the air, an apocalyptic scenario of devastating air raids on cities which became an 

orthodoxy by the 1930s, was represented in British aerial theatre, military and civilian, from 1920 up to the 

eve of the Second World War. 

*** 

Dr Brett Holman is an independent historian in Melbourne, Australia. His research interests lie in 

airmindedness and the aeroplane in British and Australian culture; the theory, anticipation and experience of 

aerial bombardment in Britain, c.1900 to 1945, particularly in the civilian and public sphere; aviation 

spectacle and aerial theatre in the modern period; and mystery aircraft scares in the early twentieth century. 

He blogs at Airminded: https://airminded.org 

Dr Davina Jackson 
Sydney’s Colonial Port: Settlement around the West Head of Sydney Cove 

When Britain’s First Fleet of eleven ships anchored in Sydney Cove in January 1788, its commander, Governor 

Arthur Phillip, selected the bay’s east shore to build his residence, boat jetty, government structures and 

food gardens. On the west side, the colony’s first resident scientist, Lt William Dawes, constructed the town’s 

first cannon battery and home observatory/weather station; close to the tent camps for convicts and their 

military guards, and the modest hospital. This west side of the bay— known as The Rocks because of its hilly 

terrain of sandstone boulders—was the crucible of Australia’s rough-mannered colonial culture throughout 

the 19th century—until 1901, when its residents suffered a deadly rat plague, and the six British colonial 

states federated as the Commonwealth of Australia. In this presentation, Dr Davina Jackson explores how the 

original colonial settlement expanded gradually from north-west Sydney Cove, around the Dawes Point (Tar-

ra) headland to Millers Point (now the Barangaroo headland) and Darling Harbour; establishing one of the 

world’s key ports for 19th century sealing and whaling boats, then wool-carrying clipper ships and steamships. 
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This shore of Sydney was never formally named until 1918, when it was being redeveloped with ‘rat-proof’ 

seawalls, new wharves and warehouses, and wide roads for 20th century shipping and motor vehicles. The 

term Walsh Bay was given to honour the Sydney Harbour Trust’s Irish Engineer-in-Chief, Henry Deane Walsh. 

(This village of NSW Government Architect-designed wharves and warehouses has been gentrifying since the 

1980s with new fitouts and construction of luxury residences, offices, shops and restaurants, a marina, 

parklands and performing arts institutions.) 

*** 

Dr Davina Jackson is Sydney-based author, editor and curator who produces books, websites, reports, 

exhibitions, chapters and articles on architecture, design, geography, science and Australasian-Pacific history 

themes. Born in Auckland and trained as a newspaper and magazine writer, she was the editor of 

Architecture Australia from 1992 to 2000, a cross-faculty professor of multidisciplinary design at the 

University of New South Wales (2005-07), a visiting research fellow with Goldsmiths Computing (2013-18) 

and is now the first honorary academic with the University of Kent’s School of Architecture (2019-21). Dr 

Jackson is a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and Royal Society of Arts, and a life member of the 

International Society for Digital Earth (remote sensing and data science researchers). She has guest-lectured 

at Cambridge University, MIT, TU Munich and TU Delft, the National University of Singapore and various 

other Australasian and UK/European universities and societies. Her full publications list is at 

http://davinajackson.com/publications. Her website relevant to this lecture is http://walshbayhistory.net 

(also archived with the NLA). 

Jennifer McCoy 
Land: a story of two peoples dispossessed 

The Scots emigrated here, a people dispossessed: of their land under the Clearances, or their livelihood 

through the Industrial Revolution that saw the weaving industry mechanised. The Land Act of 1869 ‘opened 

up’ far eastern high-country Victoria, allowing ‘selection’ of land under fairer terms, offering opportunity to 

some Scots. The area was geographically remote, the climate inhospitable, travel arduous - by bullock dray 

over unmade tracks.   Earlier land acts had met with limited success: squatters simply consolidated their 

holdings, while many would-be farmers, the Selectors, failed from inexperience, inadequate land or the 

challenges of the Australian climate. While still not every Selector would prosper, the Scots managed well in 

this harsh environment. But there is another side to this story.That land was not for sale. The Aboriginal 

owners had been dispossessed in turn, of their land and livelihood, freeing their land to be divided for 

European selectors. Their demise was largely achieved by 1860, by massacre and European diseases, some 

remnants ‘protected’ in Mission Stations, some staying on as station-hands for the new landowners. A 

shameful irony: opportunity for some, based on dispossession of others; and still largely unrecognised today. 

*** 

Jennifer McCoy is a PhD student with the Collaborative Research Centre in Australian History at Federation 

University Australia. She has a BA and M.Ed.St from Monash University, and a M.Mgt from the Australian 

Catholic University.  Jennifer’s PhD focuses on the social development of far eastern high-country Victoria, 

with special reference to the role of Scottish migrants and the opportunities arising from the Land Act 1869.   
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Dr Andonis Piperoglou 
‘Dirty dagoes’ respond: the transnational circulation of a racial slur 

During the early twentieth century in the United States and Australia, Italian and Greek immigrants, along 

with other people from the Mediterranean region, were often labelled as ‘dirty dagoes’. The term ‘dago’ was 

a derogatory and prejudicial racial slur that situated Italian and Greek migrants as precarious racial inclusions 

within each nation. Drawing on historical whiteness studies and histories of immigration, this paper will 

explore the origin, use, and meaning of the slur dago. It will be revealed that dago was a slur that circulated 

between the Unites States and Australia and that its prejudicial connotations influenced how Italian and 

Greek immigrants were understood, and understood each other, within the amalgamative dynamics of race. 

The contestation over the meaning of dago, it will be argued, was dependent upon a complex interplay of 

relational interpretations of whiteness, labor, and immigration.  

*** 

Andonis Piperoglou is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Historical Studies at the Centre for Social and 

Cultural Research, Griffith University. His historical work had centred on migration, race, and ethnic identity 

formation, with a particular focus on Greek settlement in the Anglosphere. Andonis is on the Executive of the 

International Australian Studies Association and is a co-founder the Australian Migration History Network. 

Casey Raeside 
The Duke of Argyll and Moral Sentimentality in Nineteenth-Century Scotland 

During the third quarter of the Nineteenth Century, two significant and relatively short-lived moral agitations 

rocked Great Britain. These involved the British massacres of African-Jamaicans at Morant Bay, Jamaica in 

1865 and the Turkish repression of Christian minorities in Bulgaria in 1876. Both events had a significant 

impact on various elements of the British public which resulted in agitations, motivated by various moral 

sentiments, calling for Political change. In effect, in both circumstances, Britain saw political dissent over 

moral sentiment. 

This paper will narrow the focus within both agitations to a focus specifically on George Campbell, the 8th 

Duke of Argyll, and his role within both agitations and how this was balanced against a general lack of 

enthusiasm present in Scotland during both agitations. There will be an analysis of moral sentimentality 

within Scotland during this time and whether the Spectator was accurate in its statement, regarding a 

Scottish personality that was and would continue to be exported across the empire, that there was no doubt 

Scotland was ‘sound’ in its Liberalism, but it lacked necessary elements of ‘comprehensive generosity.’ 

(Spectator, 7 October 1876) 

*** 

Casey Raeside is a PhD student at Flinders University, examining the influence of moral sentiment and 

humanitarian language within Victorian Britain and how these became a source of political dissent. Casey has 

presented papers at the Humour Studies annual conference in 2015, The Ecclesiastical History Conference in 

Cambridge in 2017, and the First Eric Richards Symposium in Adelaide in 2017. Casey has a book chapter, co-
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authored with Andrekos Varnava, titled ‘Punch and the Cyprus Emergency, 1955-59’, within the book Comic 

Empires: Imperialism in cartoons, caricature, and satirical art, edited by Richard Scully and Andrekos Varnava.  

Associate Professor David Roberts  
Australia’s Colonial Gulags and Uneven Legal Reform after the Bigge Commission of Inquiry  

Between 1822 and 1824, just under 100 convict absconders from the mainland penal settlement at Port 

Macquarie were relocated to Van Diemen’s Land under orders they be retained at the island’s new 

penal station at Macquarie Harbour. The subsequent fate of this cohort reveals an early moment of 

divergence in policy and practice between the two colonies. Two years later, when the New South Wales 

government tacitly acknowledged that many Port Macquarie convicts had been illegally sentenced, that 

benefits of that disclosure were not extended to those convicts who had been relocated south, or to Van 

Demonian convicts whose sentences were equally suspect. This paper considers how developments in 

New South Wales which served to sharpen thinking about the nature and role of colonial penal 

settlements passed virtually unnoticed in Van Diemen’s Land, allowing the local authorities to evade 

much larger questions about magisterial sentencing practices and the application of English criminal 

transportation law. 

*** 

David Andrew Roberts undertook his PhD at the University of Newcastle and is currently an associate 
professor of history of the University of New England (Armidale). He teaches various Australian History 
subjects including ‘Convict Australia’ and is the editor (since 2003) of the UNE’s Journal of Australian 
Colonial History. His research interests range widely across the history of early colonial Australia, but he 
is particularly interested in the nature and legacies of the convict period. His research has been funded 
by various Australian Research Council grants, including 'Liberty, Anti-transportation and the Empire of 
Morality' (DP1096538), ‘Landscapes of Production and Punishment: the Tasman Peninsula 1830–77’ 
(DP170103642), and Enquiring into Empire: remaking the British World after 1815 (DP180100537). 

Professor Pam Sharpe  
Robert McNally’s early nineteenth-century world: a newly discovered working-class memoir 

Robert McNally (b. circa 1795) wrote a very long and extremely interesting anonymous memoir of his life as 

an ordinary soldier in many parts of the British Isles, New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land and India over 

two decades from 1816. I discovered the document while looking for something entirely different in the 

National Library of Ireland. I believe it is unique in its frankness about many matters not normally discussed 

by diarists, his observational awareness, curiosity and position as an Irish Catholic working class soldier. 

Seemingly never found by David Vincent or John Burnett when they collected and considered working class 

biographies, the memoir is now the focus of a new project involving volunteers and students at The 

University of Tasmania. It is one of only a handful of writings discovered by British soldiers serving in the 

Australian colonies in this era. My paper will describe the source and consider its potential to inform the 

history of the early nineteenth century. 

*** 
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Professor Pam Sharpe wrote Adapting to Capitalism: Working Women in the English Economy, 1700-1850 

(1996, 2000) and Population and Society in an East Devon Parish: Reproducing Colyton 1540-1840 (2002), and 

edited Chronicling Poverty: The Voices and Strategies of the English Poor, 1640-1840 (1997), Accommodating 

Poverty: The Housing and Living Arrangements of the English Poor c.1600-1850 (2011) and Women, Gender 

and Labour Migration: Historical and Global Perspectives (2001). She edits the ‘Gender in History’ series for 

Manchester University Press. She is researching the background of free migrants who gained land grants in 

Van Diemen’s Land until 1831.  

Associate Professor Andrekos Varnava 
Immigration Control Policy Convergence and Divergence Between Britain and Australia in the Twentieth 

Century (with Dr Evan Smith, Associate Professor Marinella Marmo) 

At first glance, British and Australian immigration control policies look quite divergent at the beginning 

of the twentieth century. Although they begin to converge from the 1960s, there is still difference, such 

as when Australia seemed to relax its controls between the mid-1970s and early-1990s, and Britain’s 

control system became increasingly restrictive (only allowing for free movement for European Economic 

Community/European Union citizens). By the twenty-first century, Britain and Australia’s immigration 

policies converged again. This paper will unpick this narrative of convergence and divergence between 

the two immigration control systems throughout the twentieth century. Immigration control was one 

area where the periphery of the empire attempted to resist the imperial desires of the metropole in 

London, with the Australian government throughout the first half of the twentieth century pushing to 

maintain the ‘White Australia Policy’ in spite of British pressure to weaken it. Meanwhile, as several 

historians have shown, the restrictive nature of Australia’s immigration policy did influence British 

immigration legislation. There are connections between the two countries' immigration control systems 

in the contemporary period, with many politicians and commentators suggesting that Britain adopt a 

similar system to Australia. Tracing the history of the mutual interest and policy transfer between Britain 

and Australia on immigration control policy can help understand the convergence of their policies in the 

present. 

*** 

Dr Evan Smith is a Research Fellow in History in the College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences at Flinders 

University. He has written widely on political extremism, migration and border/national security in Britain, 

Australia and South Africa. His latest book British Communism and the Politics of Race was published by Brill 

as part of its Historical Materialism series in 2017. He blogs at Hatful of History and tweets from 

@hatfulofhistory. 

Dr Marinella Marmo is an Associate Professor in criminology and investigates victimhood across borders, 

with emphasis on transnational migration and human rights. Her work has been published by leading 

journals, and appears in a number of books and edited collections. In 2016, she was the lead author of the 

Sage book titled Transnational Crime and Criminal Justice, already reviewed as ‘first-class contribution to the 

literature’. Her research on virginity testing with Dr Evan Smith has attracted significant international 

attention as evidenced by a substantial number of news print articles, including The Guardian, The New York 

Times and many others. Her work on judicial cooperation at international level has been cited by leading 



15 
 
 

figures, such as the Attorney General of Ireland, the research director of the French National Centre for 

Scientific Research who also acts as a senior expert of FRALEX (Fundamental Rights Agency of the European 

Union), and by judges. Her contribution to excellence in teaching has been recognised by an Australian 

Government’s Citation for Excellence in Teaching in 2012. 

Ellen Whitton 
‘I believe I was good value, may I ask you, please, to remember me?’: John Laurie, an Actor Along the 

Periphery. 

Born in Dumfries in 1897, John Laurie is known to many as the rather gaunt and fatalistic undertaker in the 

British sitcom Dad’s Army, which ran on the BBC from 1968-1977, racking up nine seasons and approximately 

eighty episodes. The success of the series is long-lasting and over time it has found a place on industry lists 

and has ranked highly in audience driven media campaigns, such as Britain’s Best Sitcom (2004). It is 

unsurprising then that many people primarily associate John Laurie with the series and his character Private 

Frazer, however, this success in the late part of his career overshadows his extensive catalogue of 

performances within the United Kingdom’s theatre and film industries. 

Laurie’s career may be described by some as nothing more than a shambolic mix of supporting roles and bit 

parts, but this is a shallow interpretation of his input in the industry. Laurie worked with prominent 

filmmakers, such as Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger, Alfred Hitchcock, the Korda Brothers and 

Laurence Olivier, and although his roles were small they were seen by many. In most instances Laurie 

maintained his natural accent and, in a manner, he became the ever-present Scotsman within Britain’s film 

industry prior to the 1960s. This research intends to examine Laurie’s cinematic roles within a wider social 

context and consider how, in times of peace and war, he represented his own nation from a place within the 

industry’s periphery.  

*** 

Ellen finished her undergraduate degree at Flinders University in 2014 before continuing on to complete her 

honours project in 2015. Her dissertation was a case study of the 1943 British film The Life and Death of 

Colonel Blimp, which focused on how its creators, Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger, located and 

utilized multiple historical resources when creating their film. Continuing with this thread and filmmaking 

duo, Ellen’s PhD project focuses on how authenticity within historical films is imagined, executed and 

received in Britain’s industry prior to 1960. In a wider context she is interested in film/television from various 

decades, across multiple industries and the individuals that inhabit this space.  

Elmarí Whyte 
The Stranger in the House: Foreign Domestic Servants in Interwar British Homes 

Following World War I, British housewives complained of such an acute domestic servant shortage, despite 

widespread female unemployment, two government inquiries were launched in quick succession (1919 and 

1923) to investigate the “servant problem”. The growing unpopularity of the occupation among British 

women saw some British homes readily welcoming continental European women into their homes as 

domestic workers. European “domestics” were even preferred by some, as they developed a reputation for 

being more compliant and hard-working than their British counterparts. As unrest in continental Europe 
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escalated in the 1930s, domestic service provided the British government with a politically viable avenue for 

taking female European refugees into the United Kingdom. This paper looks at the peculiar interplay between 

foreign policy, national sentiment, and the domestic service “crisis” in Britain during this dynamic period of 

European history. 

*** 

Elmarí Whyte is a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland’s School of Historical and Philosophical 

Inquiry. Her doctoral thesis takes a comparative view of domestic service in Australia and Britain between 

1914 and 1945. 

Associate Professor Nathan Wise 
The Makings of the Australian Moral Economy 

For close to four decades, scholars of Australian history have been building on the seminal work of E.P. 

Thompson in documenting moral economies. At present, however, those diverse studies stand in isolation, 

typically as focused case studies of individual incidents around particular issues. By enlarging our scope and 

exploring these events as part of continually changing cultures, we can understand how the particular 

customs being defended merely changed over time. In particular, over the course of the nineteenth century 

the primary need for ‘fair food prices’ to sustain labouring families shifted to a new focus on the custom of 

‘fair wages’ and the ‘right to employment’. Throughout this change, a core ideal was for those customs to 

sustain the livelihoods of labouring people within a moral economy. This ideal, shaped and defended by the 

agency of labouring people, played a consistent role throughout this era in challenging the increasingly 

dominant practices of the political economy, in establishing workers’ rights, and in sustaining working 

families. 

*** 

Associate Professor Nathan Wise is a lecturer of history at the University of New England whose research is 

focused on the military labour in various military forces during the American Civil War, the First World War, 

and the Second World War, and is a key contributor to the growing global history of military labour. 

 


