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 Involuntary Student Unionism 
 
Hopefully most of you have heard 
about Voluntary Student Unionism 
or VSU which the government will 
introduce later this year. 
 
VSU essentially means student will 
not have to pay the General 
Service Fee (GSF), which means 
they won’t. This means that lots of 
UNE services will lose most of their 
funding. This includes Sport UNE 
which includes the UNEMC. 
 
This is a bad thing for us. 
 
Now I could write about how the 
current government wants to 
cripple student unions so that there 
is less opposition to the sweeping 
higher education reforms (eg 
higher HECS) 
 
I could also write about the short 
sighted idiots supposedly running 
some of our local student 
organizations, who are more 
interested in winning brownie 
points for their perceived future 
political careers than representing 
the students. 
 

But I will bite my tongue and just 
write about the impact VSU will 
directly have on our club. 
 
Basically it means that everything 
we do will more expensive 
including memberships fees, 
climbing and canoe polo fees and 
gear hire. 
 
However it isn’t a done deal. We 
are lobbying the government to 
amend the legislation so that some 
key services can still have 
compulsory fees such as Dental, 
Computer and Sport amenities. 
 
You can help by making sure you 
know the facts and get other 
people talking about so that 
everyone is informed. 
 
At the service desk there is a 
petition for students to sign and 
details of the relevant politicians if 
you want to write to them. 
 
If we are loud enough then we 
might not be so bad off next year. 
 

Brendan Heywood 
President 

 
For more information visit the Sport UNE service desk or online: 

http://www.une.edu.au/sportune/vsu.html 
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Gara Gorge intro day 
 
Beware all, because it Is out there 
and UNE’s Mountaineering Club 
can take you there. If you’re in for a 
lot of movements, a clash with 
nature, great fun, lovely BBQ 
(including free ants for extra 
protein) and a couple of days worth 
of soar muscles.  
 
At least that’s what happened to 
about twenty people, including 
myself, who took off for this year’s 
introductory of the Outdoor guys 
and gels. 
 
 It started all on a Sunday morning, 
early, early, very early.. As a mob 
of very pleasantly smiling 
newcomers, we tried dealing with 
the morningness of that Sunday 
and waited to be taken off by the 
very fit and cheerful; the crew who 
would take us to Gara Gorge to get 
started. And thus we started, all of 
us had a go to the kayaks, the rock 
climbing, abseiling (even with non-
responding knees you’ll get down),  
upside down and very creative 
underground wriggling (caving), 
and the fun route to the relaxing 

swim afterwards (which I’d rather 
call a bramble-bush walk to snap 
the last muscles and brain cells 
available after that day). Aaah and 
the unforgettable BBQ lunch in 
between where ants met people 
and muscles chilled out.  
 
Eventually it all ended sadly with 
Sunday evening and we took off 
back home, one big mob now, 
friendships were already kicking off 
and vows were made to join the 
Outdoor guys and gels, once the 
muscles would be able to get back 
to work that was. I hoped the crew 
had a nice day; it was the best I 
had here, being only in Oz for a few 
weeks. 
 
Thanx very much for the intro, hope 
that there’s lots of weekends like 
this one coming up! 
 
Marieke Zweers 
 

Marieke is one of our newest 
members and has been enjoying 
our indoor climbing wall

 
Climbing at Ebor falls 
 
We met at 9 am on Sunday, the 1st 
May 2005 outside the club shed. 
After a brief scramble for gear, 
around 15 people piled into 3 cars 
and headed out to Ebor falls, 
around 1 hour North East of 
Armidale on the Waterfall way. 
 
After a brief walk from the car park 
over to the rock face, Bruce the 

instructor and Russell set up the 
climbing ropes while the team 
walked to the bottom of the rock 
face. After an abseiling 
demonstration by Russell, the 
climbing began on the easier 
“Snakes and Ladders” (grade 15) 
while some tried the more 
challenging “Modern Electric” 
(18/19).  



 
Most people also trialled “Interlude” 
(14), and the “Contrivia” block 
crack (17). 
 
Lunch was eaten whilst overlooking 
the picturesque valley, with Ebor 
falls and the upper Clarence visible 
from the hillside. There were plenty 
of climbs for the novices to hone 
their skills on, while the more 
experienced climbers were 
challenged by “Fear and Loathing” 
(17), “Nightmare crack” (17), and 
some attempted the “New Blue 
Dress” (24).  
 
Bruce had planned an abseil down 
beside the Lower Ebor falls, which 
is a 70m descent with a 60 meter 
freefall or overhang. Seven people 
completed the abseil, with over half 

of the people never having 
abseiled before. The instructor 
Bruce’s leadership ensured a safe 
and enjoyable day for all. The 
spectacular descent beside the 
falls whilst admiring the surreal 
view was a legendary way to end 
the day. 
 
John Nyman 
 

John has been a climber with the 
club for a couple years and recently 
became a founding member of the 
100’s club. 

 
Note:  The Climbing Guide to Ebor 
Falls is available from the unemc 
website: 
 
http://www.une.edu.au/unemc/ 

 
 

A cautionary tale (Canyoning at Wollomombi) 
 
Wollomombi Falls is an icon of the 
New England region and I was very 
excited to find out that the UNE 
mountaineering club had a 200m 
rope for a one-rope abseil of the 
178m falls. I had done some 
serious tendon and cartilage 
damage to my shoulder the day 
before and stupidly decided that I 
couldn't pull out. 
 
Hamish Caddy was experienced 
and mega-keen, and I had some 
French friends that wanted to go 
canyoning, Thomas had told me 
that he and his girlfriend Stephanie 
had been rappelling before and 
were not scared of heights. So, we 
got set for an excellent canyoning. 
 
Getting up very early and driving to 
Wollomombi is always a difficult 

task, but once there, all we had to 
do was flay a 200m rope and pack 
it in a backpack. 
When rope continues and 
continues, you start to wonder. The 
weather was coming in as well as 
we walked towards the starting 
point next to the falls. 
 
The water was raging over the falls 
and instead of rock hopping to the 
belay point, we had to swim across 
the top of the falls. Hamish went off 
first, then Thomas, then Stephanie, 
who just before she went over the 
lip said "I'm a bit worried". I replied 
"No worries, it's fine, just keep 
going." As I went down, I marveled 
at the roar and power of the falls 
and the beauty of the surrounds. 



 
When I got close to the 
bottom, I said to Hamish, 
all wide-eyed, "That was 
awesome" and was 
surprised at his reply, 
"We've got a problem". 
Stephanie had cried and 
was traumatized from the 
sheer exposure and 
enormity of the abseil. 
We had some food a little 
way down from the falls, 
so she could calm down.  
  
After the rest, we started 
off down the gorge. I was 
in pretty intense pain 
every time I had to put 
pressure on my right 
arm. Unfortunately, that 
was happening heaps 
and heaps, and Hamish 
was off way ahead. We 
tried not to get too far 
ahead of Thomas and 
Stephanie, as they were 
not coping well with the 
rock hopping, even 
though they were super-fit ultimate 
Frisbee athletes. The constant 
sprinkling of rain was also seriously 
slowing progress. 
 
Hamish was saying we should look 
for emergency exits, but we were 
close to the Inaccessible Gulf (40m 
abseil) and thought Stephanie 
would handle the shorter abseil. 
We got there and started setting 
up, Stephanie came around the 
corner in tears and I thought that 
there is no way she would be able 
to get through the abseil. 
So, an emergency exit Hamish and 
I spotted a little ways back was 
decided upon. 
 
We walked up a scree slope to a 
tree, which Hamish climbed, while I 

belayed. Hamish belayed us from 
the top of the climb. Stephanie was 
crying, but was determined and she 
got to safety. Thomas slipped and 
got a slight cut on his leg, but finally 
got up. I was not looking forward to 
using my right arm, but had 
climbing experience to help me up. 
 
We continued up and had to some 
further climbing sections up loose 
boulders, with Hamish masterfully 
climbing through and belaying us 
up. It was getting very dark and by 
the time we got to the Chandler 
walking track it was 9pm and pretty 
dark. Thomas turned to me and 
said "When we in the gorge I 
wanted to hit you for putting me 
and Stephanie through this, but 
now we are here, we are very glad 



that we did it and wanted to thank 
you." "Yeah, no worries", I replied. 
 
Hamish and I really enjoyed the 
whole trip, even the emergency 
exit. While there really wasn't too 
much danger involved in the abseil 
or the exit, I have it now etched into 
my brain that other less 
experienced people may perceive 
extreme danger in the situation. 
Since then, I have taken beginners 
(even those that have said they 
know how to abseil) on abseils at 
Gara Gorge before I would ever 
take them canyoning. They have 
enjoyed the canyoning experience 
more and so have I.  
 
We had told Sam Hull and Aumony 
about the canyon, who were at the 
car park when we got there. They 
were worried about our safety and 

it was good to see friends acting 
accordingly, when a canyoning 
group had not contacted them 
before dark. Exhausted we drove 
home and got to see Thomas's 
home video of the trip, which was 
pretty funny. I will remember the 
beauty of the falls and I am so glad 
I did the canyon, and so are 
Hamish, Thomas and Stephanie.  
 
Canyoning is a summer activity that 
is really worth the effort, even if 
you’re a bit scared. 
 
Bruce Taylor 
 

Bruce is doing a Cert 4 in Outdoor 
Recreation at TAFE when he isn’t 
running coordinating our climbing 
activities. 

 

Blue Lagoon canoe polo comp 
 
On the 30th April UNEMC hosted a 
very successful first annual Blue 
Lagoon Canoe Polo Comp down at 
Nambucca.  
 

 
 
Almost 30 players from three clubs 
in Queensland and two clubs in 
NSW attended the weekend that 
was run to trial a great new canoe 
polo playing location. With green 
grass, blue water, sparkling sands 
on the horizon and the sound of 
waves crashing in the distance and 

pelicans watching overhead it 
proved to be as good as it sounds. 
In all nearly 20 games were played 
over the two days leaving everyone 
thoroughly satisfied. 
 

 
Our treasurer was unable to 
‘balance the books’ 
 
Currently the "State of Origin" 
score stands at 1 all for the men 
and 2 nil to Queensland for the 
ladies as we whipped up a little 
interstate rivalry for our four final 
games. 



 
 Hopefully next year we can give 
some Victorians a flogging as well 
;-) 
 
Michael Taylor 

 

Michael organized the Blue Lagoon 
comp which looks to be a popular 
addition to our yearly calendar. 
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Brendan Heywood 
W: 6773 3228 
H: 6772 0134 
bheywood@une.edu.au 
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Karen Marshall 
W: 6773 2264 
kmarsha2@pobox.une.edu.au 
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Craig Birchall 
W: 6773 2721 
cbirchal@pobox.une.edu.au 
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Bruce Taylor 
H: 6772 0134 
freckledduck@yahoo.com 
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freckledduck@yahoo.com 
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Sam Hull 
H: 6772 0134 
M: 0421 545 058 
shull@pobox.une.edu.au 
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Jon Taylor 
H: 6778 7231 
jvtaylor@northnet.com.au 
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Craig Birchall 
W: 6773 2721 
cbirchal@pobox.une.edu.au 
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Sam Hull 
H: 6772 0134 
M: 0421 545 058 
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Karen Marshall 
W: 6773 2264 
kmarsha2@pobox.une.edu.au 
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The club maintains a lot of gear for the activities we do. He have Canoes and 
Kayaks with all the associated gear, a Climbing rack and ropes, Canyoning 
ropes, Camping gear (tents, stoves, sleeping mats), Caving helmets and 
headlamps, a GPS, an EPIRB and various other bits and pieces. All of this 
gear is available for a minimal fee. 
 
We are a non-profit club and the fees only cover the maintenance of our gear. 
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On our website you can find information about all of our activities and as we 
do trips we will put up trip reports and photos. If you have any contributions 
you would like to make please contact any of the committee members. 
 

http://www.une.edu.au/unemc/ 
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We publish a newsletter each term with the schedule of activities and trip 
reports from the last term. If you would like to be on our mailing list make sure 
you correctly fill out your email on the membership form. You can also join the 
email list at any time by visiting: 
 
http://pobox.une.edu.au/mailman/listinfo/unemc 
 
You can send a message to everyone subscribed on the list via the following 
email address. Feel free to ask questions on the list or use it to find people for 
trips etc. We are a friendly bunch and don’t bite. 
 

unemc@une.edu.au 
 
 
There is also another email list just for Mountain Biking, used by members of 
the newly formed Armidale mountain biking club. For more information call 
Dave Rugendyke on (02) 6771 4850, mobile (0417) 300 986, or you can join 
their email list at this URL: 
 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ArmidaleMTB/   
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Indoor Climbing - 6pm Tue and Thur nights  

Bruce Taylor , H: 6772 0134,  freckledduck@yahoo.com 
Indoor climbing is not as hard as it looks. Just wander in and give it a go. Climbing 
for the year costs just $20 and you climb for free every club night. First time 
climbers please come on Tuesday for accreditation. 

Canoe polo - 7pm Wed nights  

Jon Taylor, H: 6778 7231, jvtaylor@northnet.com.au 
Canoe polo is a great way to practice your paddling skills and have heaps of fun. 
A social competition runs though the term and there is plenty of spare time to just 
jump in and give paddling a try.  Cost is only $5 per game, $35 for 12 games or 
$60 per year.  All gear provided, beginners welcome. 
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May 
21/22 Climbing at Frog Butress 

Bruce Taylor , H: 6772 0134, freckledduck@yahoo.com 
Frog buttress is one of the premier climbing area of Australia. Bruce’s appendix 
has healed  

28/29 Caving trip TBA 

Sam Hull, H: 6772 0134, M: 0421 545 058, shull@une.edu.au 
 

June 
4/5 Kaputar bushwalking 

Craig Birchall  W: 6773 2721 cbirchal@pobox.une.edu.au 
Kaputar is a beautiful place to walk. Visit the extinct Nandewar Volcano; see Sawn 
rocks, and we might even get to see a unique and threatened large pink slug 
which apparently lives there as well.  

 


