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The University of New England

CONFIRMATION PROFORMA FOR DOCTORAL AWARDS
There are 3 parts to this form. Part 1 is to be completed by the Candidate, Part 2 by the Principal Supervisor and Part 3 by the Chair of the Confirmation Panel within 6 months of the student commencing full-time candidature and within 12 months for part-time candidature for students in 3 year programs, or for the equivalent period for students in 4 year programs after work on their thesis or portfolio has begun. 

	Candidature Commencement:
	Day
	Month
	Year
	Date of Panel Review:
	Day
	Month
	Year

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


PART 1. To be completed by the candidate

	1. Candidate Details 

	Family name
	Given name(s)

	
	

	Student Number
	Student Signature

	
	

	Please indicate the nature of the doctoral award and study mode/s

	Full time
	
	Part time
	
	Additional Details: 

	Internal
	
	External
	
	

	3 yr
	
	4 yr
	
	

	School and Faculty: 


	2. Provisional title of thesis:

	

	3. If your offer of candidature contains any conditions, please specify these below:

	

	4. Supervisors (names and position status e.g. Professor, Adjunct or Emeritus Professor):

	Principal:  
Co-supervisor/s: 



PART 2. To be completed by the Principal Supervisor

	5. Quality of the Research Proposal 
	YES
	NO

	Is the overall research proposal feasible
	
	

	Are the aims of the overall research proposal achievable and appropriate
	
	

	Is the overall research proposal indicative of significant research
	
	

	Is the overall research proposal original work
	
	

	Is the scope of the research appropriate for the degree
	
	

	Research design and methods are appropriate to the project 
	
	

	Candidate displays sound knowledge of field of research 
	
	

	Draft thesis outline is appropriate, given the stage of research 
	
	

	Draft timelines are appropriate and achievable 
	
	

	Where relevant, statistical advice has been sought and approach planned 
	
	

	IP issues are addressed where appropriate
	
	

	Overall research proposal accepted
If relevant, please indicate in comments below what conditions have been applied


	
	

	Comments: 



	6. Critical review of recent work in the field (this could be incorporated in the proposal)
	YES
	NO

	Literature review demonstrates adequate understanding of research area
	
	

	Preliminary literature review is complete or annotated bibliography is well developed 
	
	

	Comments:




	7. Presentation of proposed research
	YES
	NO

	Has an oral presentation such as a seminar or conference presentation been given?
	
	

	Comments:  



	8. Ethics, Safety and General Requirements
	YES
	NO

	Research Degree Supervision Agreement has been submitted to Research Services
	
	

	Where relevant, has safety induction been completed?
	
	

	Have all appropriate safety courses been undertaken?
	
	

	Where relevant, has approval been granted for

a) human ethics 

b) animal ethics
	
	

	Has appropriate training in lab. & field equipment been received?
	
	

	If “No” on any of the above, is the student aware of the required processes 

to gain such approval and the timeframe for gaining approval?
	
	

	Comments:




PART 3. To be completed by the Chair of the Confirmation Panel or delegate

	9. Satisfactory response to questions from the Confirmation Panel?
	YES
	NO

	
	
	

	Comments:




	10. Resource Implications 
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Laboratory access is appropriate 
	
	
	

	Adequate infrastructure and funding is available
	
	
	

	Adequate technical support is available 
	
	
	

	Other resources are needed: (If “Yes” please provide details below)
	
	
	

	Further training or assistance required: (If “Yes” please provide details below) 
	
	

	Comments:



	11. Data Retention and Management
	YES
	NO

	If required, confirm that data storage provisions meet the guidelines as outlined in 

the UNE Code of Conduct for Research, Section 2.1 (Appendix B in the Gold Book)

or under ‘Data Storage and Retention’ in the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2007) available at the website:

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/_files/r39.pdf

	
	

	Comments: 



	12. Outcome
	YES
	NO

	Confirmed: (with no additional conditions)


	
	

	Confirmed with conditions: 
	
	

	Summary of Conditions:
(Please nominate due date for each condition)
Final Due Date (within 3 months maximum – pro rata for part-time)


	*Research Services Only*

Letter received from Panel advising that Conditions have been met
	
	


	13. Names and signatures of Panel Members

	Name of Confirmation Panel chair/position (e.g. HDR coordinator):

Signature:

Date:



	Name of Principal Supervisor:

Signature:

Date:



	Name of panel member no.3: 
Signature:

Date:



	Name of panel member no.4: 
Signature:

Date:



	Name of representative from student’s disciplinary area: 
Signature:

Date:



	(Optional) 

Name of representative present at the invitation of the student: 
Signature:

Date:



	14. Indication of receipt by the student 



	Student signature:

Date:



	15. Final requirement

The student and School should attach to this form a copy of the research proposal, research plan and timetable and retain a full copy for their records. This completed proforma and attachments must be forwarded to Research Services for inclusion in the student’s file. 


