MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND ACADEMIC BOARD RESEARCH COMMITTEE HELD ON 17 AUGUST 2005 IN THE CONFERENCE, T.C. LAMBLE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
PRESENT:
Professor Peter Flood (Chair, Professor Chris Lloyd, Professor Majella Franzmann, Professor Fritz Geiser, Professor Anne Eckermann, Mr Jack Bedson, Ms Fiona Prater (Secretary).
IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms C Handebo, Mr T Cooke, Mr G Pearson

APOLOGIES:
Ms E Woodberry, Dr H Daniel, Dr H Graser, Ms A Williamson

MINUTES

Correct spelling of Gunnley in item 3.2.

Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting of the Research Committee held on 15th June 2005 be confirmed.

3.
BUSINESS ARISING:

3.1.
Callista Student
A casual staff member will be employed for 4-6 weeks to undertake data clean-up.

3.2.
URG’s


Part-time staff currently undertaking study are not eligible to apply.

3.3.
Camera Project


There were a number of issues identified by FAHSS and these will be discussed with ITD.

3.4.
Minimum Facilities Checklist


The minimum facilities checklist will be circulated to Fiona Prater for dissemination to Professor Eckermann.

3.5.
Extra Scholarships


A number of extra scholarships have been made by Research Centres out of operating funds. This practice will cease.
3.6.
Procedures Manuals


Research Services is currently developing procedures manuals for all aspects of operations and services.

4.
Research Quality Framework Update/Progress


Professor Flood is scheduled to make a presentation to the Academic Board meeting on RQF in September.

5.
Dean of Graduate Studies


There will be a delay in this appointment as one of the candidates is overseas until September.

6.
Research Masters Position


The HEO 5 position of Research Higher Degrees Officer has been advertised and closes on 22 August 2005.

7.
Centralisation of Research Masters - Update


The centralisation of Masters by Research degrees to Research Services is on track and will be transferred on 1 September 2005.

8.
Scholarships Position


The HEO 6 position of Research Degrees & Scholarships Officer has been advertised with shortlisting scheduled for 22 August 2005.

9.
Centres


Funding arrangements for research centres is to be placed on the October Research Committee agenda.  The committee will consider increase policy for centres and indicative funding arrangements for centres.

10.
Priming Grants Draft Guidelines & Application Form


The Committee agreed to incorporate some minor amendments before these documents were disseminated to researchers.

11.
Honorary Appointments Policy/Supervisor’s Agreement


It was agreed that the changes required to the policy were not necessarily the brief of this Committee.  The Secretary was requested to make amendments and email to Professor Franzmann.  A meeting of Professor Franzmann, Jack Bedson, Grahame Pearson and a representative of ITD will be arranged.  This group will make recommendation to the VCC.

12.
Other Business

12.1. Innovation Exchange Network – is a company involved in commercialisation of research and Intellectual property.  Innovation Exchange Network will be visiting UNE on 18 August and will be meeting with a number of key staff involved in this area.
12.2. AINSE – Dr Dennis Mather will be visiting UNE on 30 August 2005 to meet with researchers who are potential applicants for AINSE awards and research administrators.
12.3. Research Encouragement Awards, Grants Incentive Scheme and HDR support funds have been distributed to Schools.  Schools are to set up accounts for receipt of these funds.
12.4. URG and Priming Grants Assessment Panel Meeting Dates

It was agreed that the URG panel would convene on 7 November and the Priming Grant panel would convene on 22 November.

12.5. Replacement for Chris Lloyd while on sabbatical

It was agreed that Associate Professor Mahinda Siriwardana be invited to attend the next Research Committee meeting as an observer.

12.6. HDR Extensions of Candidature Report

Professor Franzmann indicated that a report will be forthcoming to Faculties regarding those HDR students who have had over 12 months’ worth of extension to candidature.

12.7. Option to waive tuition fees for HDR students

It was agreed that there would be no fee waivers in the future.
12.8. Thesis Allowance

After some discussion it was agreed that the thesis allowance could be used for payment for proofreading.

12.9 Weekend Australian Postgraduate Special Report

It was agreed that a combined advertisement be placed in the special which is due out on 10 September.

The meeting closed at 12.30 p.m.
