MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ACADEMIC BOARD RESEARCH COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16TH MAY 2007 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM, TC LAMBLE BUILDING
PRESENT:
Professor Peter Flood (Chair), Professor Adrian Kiernander, Dr Hans Graser, Professor Len Unsworth, Professor K Carrington, Professor P Martin, Associate Professor H Daniel, Ms E Woodberry, Professor Kay Harman, Ms C Millis, Ms Anne Roczniok. 

IN ATTENDANCE:
Mr Simon McMillan, Mrs Donna Santilli (Minutes). 

1.
Apologies


Mrs Fiona Pearson (Secretary), Mr Grahame Pearson, Professor Alan Pettigrew. 
2.
Confirmation of the Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 18th April 2007 were adopted with no amendments.
3.
Business Arising/Action Sheet

3.1.
Academic Restructure
The Deputy Vice-Chancellor Research advised that he had forwarded the motion from the Research Committee, but as yet had received no response from the Vice-Chancellor.

Professor Carrington raised the issue of where the School Research Centres would sit in the new structure. As some schools were being split, where would the reporting lines be – with the PVC/Dean or the Head of School? 
The DVCR will attempt to get a resolution from the Vice-Chancellor for an interim arrangement re: reporting lines of the Research Centres within schools. 
3.2. 
Discussion Paper HDR Scholarships Alternatives at UNE (listed as Agenda Item 3.1.)

Assoc Prof Daniel raised an issue with HDR reporting and that several problems related to the online forms needed to be resolved.

Assoc Prof Daniel also raised the issue of fee waivers. The DVCR explained that fee waivers are not possible unless there is an actual cost centre account provided to offset the cost of the fees. It will therefore be necessary for each Faculty to nominate an account to cover the waivers.


Action: Anne Roczniok to follow-up with Grahame Pearson on his return from leave 


4.1.
Research Quality Framework
Anne Roczniok collated the nominations for the RQF Assessment Panels. They were handed to Leanne Harvey on Friday 11th May during her visit to UNE.
Eve Woodberry reported that UNE had been successful in obtaining funding under the Australian Scheme for Higher Education repositories Programme (ASHER). The actual amount of the grant is not yet known.
4.
Standing Items:

4.1
Research Quality Framework



The DVCR advised that Leanne Harvey during her visit on Friday 11th May stated that there would be no details on RQF funding formulae until after the RQF submissions have been made. Therefore universities will be unable to strategically decide on groups to maximise funding.  Groups will need to be put forward solely on considerations of Quality and/or Impact.




The University Librarian advised that the Repository will be ready for the RQF trial, and that a demonstration of the repository should be possible by the June ABRC meeting. Due to the copyright issues associated with the RQF demand of using publisher’s version, the publisher’s version of the best 4 publications for each academic will be kept in the repository only for RQF purposes.

4.2.
Dean of Graduate Studies Report - The Committee noted the report.

Additional items reported by the Dean of Graduate Studies:
1. DDoGS Meeting will be held on 7 & 8 June in Cairns.

2. Proforma Confirmation of Candidature will be available online soon. The University Librarian advised that the OAK Law Project has some guidelines for HDRs with regards to copyright.

Several members of the committee made the comment that they had no data to advise them as to who in their school had completed the Confirmation of Candidature, and that the number of sign-offs required needed to be reduced.

Action: Kay Harman and Anne Roczniok to provide a listing of students and their supervisors who are required to complete Confirmation of Candidature forms.


3. Gold Book revisions will impact on Codes of Conduct, etc. The DoGS will provide an update of this at the June ABRC meeting. The DVCR commented that, to alleviate problems of access to the most up-to-date version, the Gold Book should point to a website address for access to the most current version.

7.
Other Business.

7.1
ADR Paul Martin has already supplied Research Highlights for the AgLaw Centre. The DVCR tabled several Research Reports from other institutions for information.

7.2
Cost Centres will receive Research Quantum earned from DEST, i.e., RTS, IGS and RIBG. The issue of distribution of earnings to Research Centres is to be determined.

Action: Peter Flood to meet with the Vice-Chancellor and the Associate Deans Research to develop a structural model for distribution of research quantum earnings to Research Centres. (by mid-June)
7.3
ADR Heiko Daniel recommended that the ABRC develop a one page vision for Research at UNE.

There was no further business. The next meeting will be held on 13th June 2007.
The meeting closed at 12.20pm.
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