OHS Alert 12
Brush-cutters and whipper-snippers

Brush-cutters and whipper-snippers and other trimmers are useful tools but they are dangerous.  Non observance of manufacturer’s safety instructions may result in serious or even fatal injury.

The number of trimmer injuries is unknown as the majority are unreported. The physical hazards associated with trimmer use are numerous.  Sticks, stones, and wire thrown by the rotating cutting attachment can ricochet causing injury to workers and objects up to 15 metres away.  Some statistics
 suggest that one fifth of penetrating eye injuries are caused by trimmers.  Injuries include corneal lacerations and fungal infections severe enough to threaten sight. 

The string/cord/nylon line used by trimmers varies in strength, durability and efficiency.  Some edged line does not feed well into automatic feed heads.  Other types of line may float erratically while spinning.  Tap-go-heads frequently breakdown and injuries including amputations can occur when the user is repairing or testing.  Loose clothing and unprotected arms and legs can become entangled.  Several years ago while investigating the source of injuries at a major Brisbane hospital I noted that every Saturday morning staff treated at least one person, frequently more, for trimmer related injuries usually involving line embedded in the users leg. 

Manual handling injuries are reduced by the use of the shoulder strap.  The strap, assists posture, reduces the weight carried by the user, prevents exposure to line injuries, reduces gripping force and limits the potential for vibration-induced circulation problems such as white finger. 

Petrol is flammable and its fumes are combustible.  Overflowing fuel may catch fire if refilling takes place while the engine is hot. To reduce the risk of fire the exhaust gases and hot mufflers, must be kept away from easily combustible materials.  Fuel leakages and loose petrol caps can also be a source of serious or fatal burn injuries.  Refuelling and use of the trimmer also poses chemical exposure risks. 
Given the inherent risks associated with trimmers it is essential that manufacturer’s instructions for use, maintenance and personal protection are followed.  Most manufacturers
 provide instructions on starting procedures, safe use, attachment & accessory operation, fuelling and maintenance. Minimum protective equipment (PPE) includes overalls, gloves, face shield and safety glasses, steel capped shoes with non- slip sole and hearing protection.

At UNE it is expected that staff will be trained, suitable PPE provided and safe work procedures (SWP) documented.
� Buttwhisker  Engineering report Whipper Snipper/Lawn Trimmer  � HYPERLINK "http://www.planerpapers.com" ��www.planerpapers.com� 





� e.g.  Stihl  Brushcutter and Clearing Saw Safety Manual  � HYPERLINK "http://www.shihl.com.au" ��www.shihl.com.au� 








