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OHS Alert  11
Frayed electric cords 

Last week I was alerted that a staff member had narrowly missed electrocution when turning on an item of electrical equipment.
Frayed cords are a hazard. Using an item of equipment with a frayed cord poses a direct risk of serious injury or death. It can also serve as a trigger for a chain reaction of events leading to multiple injuries or fatalities.
All items of electrical equipment at UNE must be assessed for the degree of risk they present and control measures put in place to manage that risk.

Clause 64 of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation 2001 states that:

"An employer must ensure that...all electrical installations, electrical articles and associated equipment at a place of work are safe to use and are regularly inspected, tested and maintained to ensure they remain safe for use and are repaired or replaced if unsafe...".

High risk plug-in equipment will require regular inspection and testing.  This includes extension leads and power boards.  Residual current devices (RCDs) should also be tested regularly.  Remember that if long power leads are used residual current may remain in the lead and cause an electrical shock even if there is a RCD being used.  

If you are arranging to get electrical items, including computers, inspected or repaired, always remember to point out any frayed cords, kinks in the cords or loose connections.  Although most computers are low risk, when stationary on a desktop, there is the potential for computer cords to be disconnected or damaged when they are moved. Exposure to “live” damaged computer cords can kill. 
