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OHS Alert  10
Cutting equipment –Paper guillotine
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Earlier this week I was alerted that a staff member had narrowly missed amputating a finger while using a paper guillotine.  
Using unguarded plant/machinery places workers at risk.  In Australia, design-related issues associated with plant/machinery are the major cause of at least 30% of work- related serious and fatal injuries.
 Eliminating hazards at the design stage is one of the five national priorities of the National OHS Strategy 2002 -2012.
The (NSW) OHS Act 2000 clearly requires that manufacturers and designers of plant and equipment must design their equipment to be safe and without risks to health when used properly. The Act requires that a risk assessment is carried out on all plant which has cutting, piercing, nipping or shear potential. The guillotine, pictured above, although once a commonly purchased item, does not meet the current requirements of safe design and in most cases would be assessed as high risk. 
If you have an unguarded guillotine in your work area , please give serious consideration to requesting your supervisor to fit a guard or, if no guards are available, to withdraw the guillotine from use and complete the disposal process.
� NOHSC (2004) The role of design issues in work- related injuries in Australia 11997-2002 
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