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Safety Alert 9
National Certificates of Competency

It is a legislative requirement that all persons performing certain types of work (eg scaffolding, dogging, rigging, load shifting, crane operation ) or operating certain types of plant ( eg pressure equipment , boilers) have a certificate of competency. 

Until 1990 most certificates were issued locally.  In some cases private or public service organisations ( eg Australian Defence Force)  issued their own certificates. During the past decade there has been an increasing focus on national certification.  

Recent changes to NSW legislation will mean that  NSW  issued certificates of competency  will not be recognised after June 30.

In order to retain certification it will be necessary for certificate holders to convert them to National Certificates of Competency.  Applicants will need to complete a PROOF OF IDENTITY form and an APPLICATION FOR CONVERSION Form . These forms can be downloaded from the WorkCover website  www.workcover.nsw.gov.au 

I have provided below an extract from the OHS Regulations  ( Clause 266) which lists the activities requiring a  National Competency certification. 
Please pass this information on to colleagues or friends who may have NSW forklift ,or other load-shifting certificates. 
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Picture (above) . This is NOT the correct use of a forklift.
Schedule of work for which qualifications are required 
Scaffolding

1.1
Basic scaffolding, consisting of scaffolding activities connected with the operation or use of plant including: 

(a)  prefabricated scaffolds, and 

(b)  cantilevered materials hoists with a maximum working load of 500 kilograms, and 

(c)  ropes and gin wheels, and 

(d)  safety nets and static lines, and 

(e)  bracket scaffolds (tank and formwork), 

but excluding: 

(f)  cantilevered crane-loading platforms, and 

(g)  cantilevered and spurred scaffolds, and 

(h)  barrow ramps and sloping platforms, and 

(i)  perimeter safety screens and shutters, and 

(j)  mast climbers, and 

(k)  tube and coupler scaffolds (including tube and coupler covered ways and gantries), and 

(l)  hung scaffolds, including scaffolds hanging from tubes, wire ropes or chains, and 

(m)  suspended scaffolds. 

1.2
Intermediate scaffolding, consisting of all basic scaffolding together with other scaffolding activities connected with the operation or use of plant including: 

(a)  cantilevered crane-loading platforms, and 

(b)  cantilevered and spurred scaffolds, and 

(c)  barrow ramps and sloping platforms, and 

(d)  perimeter safety screens and fences, and 

(e)  mast climbers, and 

(f)  tube and coupler scaffolds (including tube and coupler covered ways and gantries), 

but excluding: 

(g)  hung scaffolds, including scaffolds hanging from tubes, wire ropes or chains, and 

(h)  suspended scaffolds. 

1.3
Advanced scaffolding, consisting of all intermediate scaffolding together with all other scaffolding activities connected with the operation or use of plant including: 

(a)  hung scaffolds, including scaffolds hanging from tubes, wire ropes or chains, and 

(b)  suspended scaffolds. 

Dogging

2
Dogging.

Rigging

3.1
Basic rigging, consisting of rigging activities connected with the erection, movement or placement of plant or materials including: 

(a)  steel or pre-cast concrete, and 

(b)  hoists (including mast-climbing hoists), and 

(c)  safety nets and static lines, and 

(d)  perimeter safety screens and shutters, and 

(e)  cantilevered crane-loading platforms, 

but excluding: 

(f)  load-equalising gear, and 

(g)  cranes, conveyors, dredges and excavators, and 

(h)  tilt slabs, and 

(i)  hoists with jibs and wire-climbing hoists, and 

(j)  plant, equipment or materials moved in demolition, and 

(k)  dual lifts, and 

(l)  gin poles and shear legs, and 

(m)  flying foxes and cableways, and 

(n)  guyed derricks and structures, and 

(o)  suspended and fabricated hung scaffolds. 

3.2
Intermediate rigging, consisting of all basic rigging together with other rigging activities connected with the erection, movement or placement of plant or materials including: 

(a)  load-equalising gear, and 

(b)  cranes, conveyors, dredges and excavators, and 

(c)  tilt slabs, and 

(d)  hoists with jibs and wire-climbing hoists, and 

(e)  plant, equipment or materials moved in demolition, and 

(f)  dual lifts, 

but excluding: 

(g)  gin poles and shear legs, and 

(h)  flying foxes and cableways, and 

(i)  guyed derricks and structures, and 

(j)  suspended and fabricated hung scaffolds. 

3.3
Advanced rigging, consisting of all intermediate rigging together with all other rigging activities connected with the erection, movement or placement of plant or materials including: 

(a)  gin poles and shear legs, and 

(b)  flying foxes and cableways, and 

(c)  guyed derricks and structures, and 

(d)  suspended and fabricated hung scaffolds. 

Operation and use of cranes

4.1.1
Operation and use of a tower crane (other than a self-erecting tower crane).

4.1.2
Operation and use of a self-erecting tower crane.

4.2
Operation and use of a derrick crane.

4.3
Operation and use of a portal boom crane.

4.4
Operation and use of a bridge or gantry crane (other than one that is remotely controlled and has 3 or fewer powered operations).

4.5
Operation and use of a vehicle-loading crane with a capacity of 10 metre-tonnes or more.

4.6
Operation and use of a non-slewing mobile crane with a capacity of greater than 3 tonnes.

4.7.1
Operation and use of a slewing mobile crane with a capacity of up to and including 20 tonnes.

4.7.2
Operation and use of a slewing mobile crane with a capacity of up to and including 60 tonnes.

4.7.3
Operation and use of a slewing mobile crane with a capacity of up to and including 100 tonnes.

4.7.4
Operation and use of a slewing mobile crane with a capacity of more than 100 tonnes.

4.8
Operation and use of a boom-type elevating work platform with a boom 11 metres or more in length.

Operation and use of hoists

5.1
Operation and use of a materials platform hoist.

5.2
Operation and use of a personnel and materials hoist.

Operation and use of truck-mounted concrete-placing booms

6
Operation and use of a truck-mounted concrete-placing boom.

Operation and use of boilers

7.1
Basic boiler operation, consisting of the operation or use of any boiler whose operation relies on: 

(a)  a single fixed combustion air supply, and 

(b)  a non-modulating single heat source, and 

(c)  a fixed firing rate. 

7.2
Intermediate boiler operation, consisting of basic boiler operation together with the operation or use of any other boiler whose operation relies on: 

(a)  a modulating combustion air supply, or 

(b)  a modulating heat source, or 

(c)  a superheater, or 

(d)  an economiser. 

7.3
Advanced boiler operation, consisting of intermediate boiler operation together with the operation or use of any other boiler whose operation relies on multiple fuel types that may be fired simultaneously. This does not include boilers that change fuel type during start sequence. For the purposes of this paragraph, a boiler that relies on multiple fuel types means a boiler that is fired using at least two of the following fuel types: 

(a)  gas, 

(b)  liquid fuel, including oil and diesel fuel, 

(c)  solid fuel, including coal (including pulverised coal), briquettes, coke, wood (including wood chips) or any other type of solid fuel. 

Operation and use of steam turbines

8
Operation and use of a steam turbine that is multi-wheeled or capable of a speed exceeding 3,600 rpm or a steam turbine that relies for its operation on: 

(a)  attached condensers, or 

(b)  a multi-stage heat extraction process, 

except a steam turbine that produces a power output of less than 500 kilowatts. 

Operation and use of reciprocating steam engines

9
Operation and use of a reciprocating steam engine containing a piston of 250 millimetres or more in diameter.

Operation and use of loadshifting machines

10.1
Operation and use of a fork-lift truck.

10.2
Operation and use of an order-picking fork-lift truck.

10.3
Operation and use of a dragline.

10.4
Operation and use of an excavator.

10.5
Operation and use of a front-end loader.

10.6
Operation and use of a front-end loader/backhoe.

10.7
Operation and use of a front-end loader of the skid-steer type.
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