OHS Alert 4

Ensure Cleaning Chemicals are Stored Correctly!!

A Victorian cleaning employee (in the hospitality industry) was badly burnt recently when the methylated spirits she was using ignited. The employer was subsequently fined $25,000 for failing to store cleaning chemicals in a safe manner.

The cleaner was using two chemicals, methylated spirits and a product called firedog. The employee mistakenly put the methylated spirits on an open flame rather than the Firedog, setting her clothing alight resulting in second degree burns to her hands and left leg and first degree burns to her ears, face and neck.

The company had received a warning the previous week during an internal safety audit, that recommended separate storage of the two cleaning chemicals.
The storage of ALL chemicals is extremely important and should be taken seriously.
Basic Rules for Using Chemicals
· Always read the label
· Never smoke when mixing or using chemicals

· Do Not mix any chemicals products unless directed to by the label

A Quick Checklist for Storing Chemicals
	Issue
	Yes
	No

	Is the storage locked?
	(
	(

	Are chemicals stored away from food eating & preparation areas?
	(
	(

	Do you have an MSDS sheet for each chemical?
	(
	(

	Do you have a register of chemicals stored?
	(
	(

	Are all chemicals stored in original containers?
	(
	(

	Are all labels in good condition?
	(
	(

	Are dry chemicals powders and granules stored above liquids?
	(
	(

	Are flammable chemicals physically separated from corrosive chemicals?
	(
	(

	Are chemicals ‘bunded’** to prevent contamination of surrounding areas?
	(
	(


**
A Bund is a reservoir that chemicals containers are placed within to prevent chemicals contaminating the surrounding environment in the event of a spill.
If you ticked No for any of the questions, your storage area may be inappropriate and should be upgraded.

Contact:
Gavin Inglis, Hazardous Substances Officer, 2320









