OHS Alert 2

Recently a staff member fell and suffered severe bruising while collecting some equipment from an Armidale warehouse. 

Investigations have established that the mezzanine floor of the building was poorly designed and posed a risk to health & safety. 

The Building Code of Australia states specific requirements for building design. Unfortunately the storage areas of some industrial warehouses, visited by UNE staff, may not comply with access, hand or guardrail or even structural requirements of the Code.  If staff are concerned about their safety or are injured while on university business, they must  inform their  supervisor. 
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The diagram above, copied from AS 1657, provides requirements for fixed stepladders. 

Information about fixed step ladders

· Although not universally accepted as a safe means of access  step ladders  are commonly used to access warehouse storerooms.  The diagram provides guidance on height of hand and guardrails.  

· When step ladders are installed in a workplace provision must be made to prevent persons from descending in a forward position. 

· The surface of every tread must be slip resistant

· Step ladders should not extend more than 12m measured vertically without a change in direction.  

· Where a person can fall more than 6 m, the ladder system should be fully enclosed. 

· Timber stepladder systems should not be used in situations exposed to weather or under conditions likely to promote decay. 

· The width of the stepladder between the stiles shall be not less than 450mm

· Handrails must extend above the upper landing to a height of not less than 900mm and be connected to the guard railing on the landing .

More information can be obtained from AS 1657  Fixed platforms, walkways , stairways and ladders- Design construction and Installation .

