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WORKSHOP PROGRAM
Registration 8.30amSpeakersTitle

9.30–9.40amWelcome and opening words – Workshop Convenor: Gaik Cheng Khoo

9.40–10.20amPlenary 1: James Piscatori 
Centre for Arab and Islamic  
Studies, ANU

Islam and Secularism: Antagonistic 
or Mutually Constitutive?

10.20-11amPlenary 2: Amina Wadud  
Virginia Commonwealth University

Sisters in Islam:
Malaysia and Secularism

11–11.45amShort films screening: Malaises, Tuesday Be My Friend, An Afternoon 
With the Hijjabed 

11.45am-1pmLunch

1-1.40pmMalik Imtiaz Sarwar 
Kuala Lumpur human rights lawyer

The Malaysian Constitution and 
Islam

1.40-3pmYeoh Seng Guan 
Monash-Malaysia
 
Andrew Willford 
Cornell University

Reformasi and Malaysian Christians 

The Indian Uprising and the  
Haunting of Justice in Malaysia

3-3.10pmTea break

3.10-3.50pmGaik Cheng Khoo  
Gender, Sexuality and Culture, 
School of Humanities, ANU

Taking Liberties: independent film-
makers representing the tudung

3.50–4.30pmIndependent Malaysian short films screening

4.30–4.40pmBreak

4.40–5.30pmRoundtable discussion and closing

This workshop is supported by the Australia Research Council -Asia Pacific Futures Research 
Network (ARC-APFRN) grant and co-sponsored by the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies, and 
the School of Humanities.

FILM SCREENING PROGRAM
Film titlesynopsis

1. Malaises –Uncomfortable (Eléonore Merlin & 
Anna Salzberg, France, 28 mins, 2007) 

Aisyah and Oubaïdah are two seemingly very dif-
ferent Malay women. Aisyah is a young emanci-
pated person who enjoys the hectic lifestyle of 
Kuala Lumpur. Oubaidah who has singlehandedly 
raised seven children, is a delegate of PAS in 
Kelantan.
Both women provide their insights on work, 
sexuality and their relationships with men. We 
see in their answers, contradictions that echo and 
reflect off each other, often raising the burning 
questions of the challenges, battles for identity 
and place in a Muslim society in the midst of 
transition.

2. Tuesday Be My Friend (Chris Chong Chan Fui 
8.35 mins, 2005)

Shiuan has a secret passion for tudungs. Why?

3. Put Your Scarf On My Head (Wee Han Wei 7 
mins, 2005)

A young woman is being questioned by a police 
officer at the police station after a club raid one 
night.

4. An Afternoon With the Hijjabed (Nadia Hamzah 
and Wan Muhammad Tamlikha 8.30 mins, 2005)
Initially classmates for a production class in the 
Multimedia University, Cyberjaya Malaysia, Wan 
Muhammad Tamlikha and Nadiah Hamzah began 
collaborating on creative independent projects 
since 2004. From music videos they slowly pro-
gressed into making films. This film is their second 
combined effort under on.par pictures, their 
unofficial filmmaking collective.

A mockumentary about five different Malaysian 
women who vastly differ in character, but share 
one common trait, all don the tudung. As they sit 
over tea one fine afternoon, they ponder upon 
thoughts and consequences of wearing the veil.
Directors’ statement: The mockumentary basically 
exaggerates each of the characters’ personali-
ties, bringing them up to manic levels in order to 
convey certain messages. It tries to be blatant and 
blunt about the truth concerning Hijjabed Muslim 
women, but at the end, the audience is left to 
make their own interpretation.

5. Tudung (Zan Azlee and Liew Seng Tat 3.19 mins, 
2005)

“What is the purpose of the tudung? Is it to keep 
things clean and fresh?”

6. Daughters (Liew Seng Tat 10 mins, 2006)Daughters get their hearts broken over and over 
in the process of love. Then they become mothers 
of your children.
Commissioned by the Rotterdam Film Festival 
based on/inspired by the oeuvre of Gus van Sant 
as part of the project ‘Meet the maestro’.


