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Connie:
One of the branch libraries of the University of New England is the Law Library. 
Let’s talk now with the Law Librarian, Kim Harris. Hello Kim. 

Kim:

Hello Connie

Connie:
Kim, can you tell us about some of the materials that are held in the Law Library? 

Kim:
The Law Library, as you would guess, is the resource centre for the School of Law. The collection includes materials on the core legal subjects, as well as areas like environmental law, human rights, intellectual property, family law, alternative dispute resolution, taxation and local government. So overall it’s quite extensive.
Connie:
And what are the ways students can access this material? 
Kim:
The best way is to click on the Law Library link on the University Library website at www.une.edu.au/library. The legal resources include LexisNexisAU (Butterworths), LexisNexis Legal, CCH Online and AGIS Plus Text, which is the Attorney General’s Information Service.
Connie:
So, these legal tools are also listed in the catalogue?
Kim:
Yes, they are. The Library catalogue tells you the print and online materials held in the Law Library and those in Dixson Library. It lists all our books, journals, law reports and video cassettes. 
Connie:
And Kim, what is kept in Dixson Library? 
Kim:
In Dixson it’s mainly the Australian statutory material’s, like legislation and regulations, although much of this is now available online. 
Connie:
How many resources are available online?
Kim:
The Law Library subscribes to selected online resources that are available through the Resources tab or the Law Library link on the UNE Library website. There are also links to free legal resources on the web. 
Connie:
So could you list some of the types of online resources? 
Kim 
Yes sure. We have online case citators, such as CaseBase, and reference materials like dictionaries and the legal encyclopedia called Halsbury’s Laws of Australia. Many of the Law reports for Australia, the UK, Canada and the US are available, as are Australian and international journal articles. 
Also listed are links to the authorized government legislation websites and to Court judgments for a number of jurisdictions. 
There are guides to help students use the legal resources and [on] how to write in legal style. And there are Web-based materials for specific Law units are included. These are the Acts, articles, cases and websites that lecturers recommend and they supplement the e-reserve documents considered to be essential reading for each unit. 
Connie:
Are there any new services that have been added to the list of resources? 
Kim:
Yes, we were lucky last year to add two new services -  the first one was Ritchie’s Uniform Civil Procedure NSW. In 2005 the procedures for the Supreme, District and Local Courts were combined into a unified civil procedure for NSW. And the Ritchie’s service covers all three tiers of the courts, and it includes things like court rules, legislation, regulations, evidence, forms and practice notes. The second new publication that we managed to purchase was Local Government Planning and Environment NSW. It has legislation, regulations, policies and bulletins for local government and environmental planning. So if you want to know about honesty and the disclosure of interest within local councils or the fees charged in local courts or how the EPA determines who’s responsible for the remediation of contaminated land, then this is the source to use. 
This year we’re able to access two other new online resources. These are LexisNexis AU’s practice service called Court Forms, Precedents and Pleadings NSW, and Lawbook Company’s online journals package containing Australian legal articles. 
Connie:
And, are they easy to find? 
Kim: 
Yes, very easy. Just select LexisNexisAU (Butterworths) for the three NSW services or the 
 link Lawbook Journals Online in the list of legal resources. 
Connie:
And can you tell us Kim, is it easy to get printed copies of materials not available on-line? 
Kim:
Yes. Students can ask for copies from the books, journals and law reports in our collection. 
First of all you need to find the item you want in the catalogue and note its call number. Then contact the External Students’ Library Helpline to request a copy to be sent to you. You can use the email request forms on the UNE Library website or telephone 02 6773 3124. 
During Library opening hours, Law Library staff are always ready to help students use the legal resources. You can ring us on 02 6773 2322 or email us using lawlib@une.edu.au.
Connie:
And what are the opening hours? 
Kim:
All of the library opening hours are listed on the UNE Library website. 
Connie:
Well thank you Kim for telling us about the UNE Law Library. 

You have been listening to a podcast from the University of New England Library. 

