University of New England, University Library

Using Google Books

Mardi:
Welcome to a podcast from the UNE University Library on using electronic books.

This week we look at how you can use Google Books to find information relevant to your assignments.


I have with me Cameron Barnes, the e-Access Librarian from the University Library.


Tell me, Cameron, what is Google Books?

Cameron:
Google Books is part of Google. It contains the full-text of thousands of books. Using Google Book Search, you can find books on most topics in a few seconds, and view the relevant pages. Best of all, Google Books is free.

Mardi:
This all sounds too good to be true: is there a catch?
Cameron:
There is. If the book is out of copyright, or the publisher has given Google permission, you can read the entire book online from start to finish. In most cases, however, you are restricted to a set number of pages. Google Books is designed to act as a teaser – to help people find books that they might want to buy.
Mardi:
If this is the case, is Google Books really all that useful?

Cameron:
In practice, the restriction isn’t all that bad. If you choose your keywords carefully, you can narrow down your results to the exact pages you require. 

Mardi:
Can you give me an example?

Cameron:
Menkes disease is a good one. A few years ago, students in first year Biology were asked to find information about this disorder, which is a copper deficiency disease. It turned out that Google Books was one of the best ways of finding authoritative information.
Mardi:
How did you go about it?

Cameron:
It was pretty simple. I just went to the Google Books site (that’s http://books.google.com>  and entered the keywords Menkes disease  and <copper deficiency> in the Search box. Clicking on the Search Books button found hundreds of hits in less than a second. Most books were from the last ten years, and were generally academic titles. In almost every case, all of the relevant information on Menkes disease was contained in the section of the book that was visible.
Mardi:
Was there enough material to complete the assignment?
Cameron: 
More than enough.

Mardi:
Can you print pages from Google Books?

Cameron: 
If you use the Print Screen button on your keyboard, you can take a snapshot of whatever is visible. You can then open Word, and paste the snapshot into a word document for printing. It’s a little clumsy, but it works well enough.
Mardi: 
What are some of the other uses of Google Books?

Cameron:
It’s one way in which external students can view the contents of a book before they order it from our collection. 


Google Books can also be used to find local libraries which have a particular book. After viewing the pages of the book, simply click on the Find this book in a Library link on the right. You might need to scroll down to see this. Clicking this link will start up Libraries Australia. Libraries Australia will indicate the academic libraries which have the book in their collection.

Mardi:
And where can students go to get further information?

Cameron: 
They can ring the Information Desk on 02 6773 2458 during Library opening hours or use the Ask a Librarian service, available from the Library Home Page.

Mardi:
Thanks for that, Cameron. Just a reminder, you can find Google Books at <http://books.google.com>.

You have been listening to a podcast produced by the University of New England Library. 

