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The gim of this tlesis is a reconstruction of some espects
of the traditionsl culture of the Aberigines of the north west of
Yew South Wales.

The sree discusscd it boerdered on the east by the eastern
1imit of the Cobar Pediplein, or the west end rorth by the kew
vouth Welee mnd Cueen slend borders, =nd orn the south by a line
drawn from west to esst at the letitvde of Yerindee.

Thre Darling River flowe from tle rortheesst to the southe
west of this sres, end wee sr irveviteble strriing point for the
gtudy. Tt ie in the {rmedicte Tarling arem tiat the tr ragi itionel
Avoriginel culture is best described. IPorecver, meny writere have
suggected tuat the Darling River wne & grest podifying influence
on the immedinte envirorwment, making it s more favourable one for
Aboriginel exploitmtior. Specifieslly, it 'ae beer sug ed thpt
beceuse of the presence of s permanent water supnly, erd of riverine
foode, the Aboriginel povuletion ef the Derling wes higher then in
the surrounding sres, and led s more sedentsry 1153.1

One of tre preblems in r reconstruction of the traditional
life of the fborirines of the sres is tio “eterrine whether this was
in fsct the case. Throughout the theeis, compsrisone heve been made
between the Darling River Aborigines, and those living to the esst

and west, in an ettempt to deterrine how far tie existence of g

k‘permanent Btream in en eric environment did effect the Aboriginsl
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pattern of life. The peucity of the sources for the sreas 1o the

enst end west of the Darling heve mede this z difficult problem in
many instances. Fore informetion could hg%e been obtained by
extending the ares further to the weet or east, but this would destroy
the adventages of a relstively homogeneous environmenial unit. There
ig a gradual reinfell and vegetation chenge from east to west over the
whole area, but it is 2 minor one within the limite of the study.

The Kew Scuih Wales end (ueenslond borders have been chosen as purely
arbitrary and convenient boundsries for the studys but they do serve
the purpose of limiting it geographically. The esstern limit of the
Cobar Pediplain has been chosen as the eastern boundery of the area,

becsuse it represents the boundsry of vzt is commonly called Forth
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western Few South Weles; further esst the western slepes of the New

England Tghlelends represent g ¢ifferent environment.

To the south the limit of tre study eres has been placed at
Fenindee., The mejcr sources Gescribing the eres below lenindee write
of the tborigines of the burresy-Darling, ratler then the Derling, and
do not ususlly distinguish between the two.z This makes such materisl
rlwost impossible to use. Foreover, there is a resl difference in
environment betweer the upper and central Darling, snd the lower

Derling. The Murrsy, end the Derling =t its Junction with this streem,
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are much larger boﬁies of water than thé Derling in its upper reachee.
For these reasons the study has been limited to the upper and central
Darling regions.

The reconstruction utilises tre written sources for the area.
The most veluable mre the writings of explorers and early settlers who
had some contact with the Aborigires before Buropesn settlement had
destroyed their treditional culture. The problems gnd limitations
involyed in the use of such sources rave been outlined in Chepter I.

Since the theeis is = reconstruction, lsrge sections of it ere
of necessity of a descriptive nature, involving = compilation end
gummary of informetion from various sources. The details of such
descriptive information higve been given in tasble formy jhe text of each
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chepter concentrates on summarising the aveilable inforvation, and

discussing ite sigrnificance, slong with eny probleme in it

m

interpretation,
Chepter IT cutlines the mein feastures of the environment

within the study srea. Chapter III discueses tbhoriginal popvlation,
group size snd moverent, end tribel divisions. Chepter IV is
concerned with the food quest. Aboriginsl diet and food gathering
methods., Chapter V describes the meterisl culture of the Aborigines
of the area, end discusses the possible effects of the environment
on the development snd use o

{ wespong anc implements. Chepter VI

ie s brief summary of the religious end ritusl aspecte of iboriginal

life in the ares. This field is reslly one for the social

anthropologist, and e considersble amount of work has already been
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one by such specislists in the area;3 the chepter is asimed,
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therefore, pt simply giving ar outline of known practices and
customs, oome aspects of tbhoriginel cultufe, such ng traditional
ryths end legends, snd lengusge, have been onmitted, since these
are complete rroblems requiring specialised trsining end knowledge

not possessed by the writer.




