
The ~im of this the~i~ ~s ~ r÷oomstruct~o~ of ~o~ ~pects

of the tr~d~t~on~l culture of the Aborigines of the no~ ~est of

The area discussed ~s bordered on the east by the e~tern

~mit of the Cobar Pedlpl~n, o~-, the wes~t a~d z-.orth by the

bo~th W~le~ and ~.~eensl~m~d bo~ers, &rd on the south by ~ line

drs~wn from west to east s_t t}:e ]~.t~t[~de of }~e~Indee.

The Darlizg ~iver flows fro~. t}e uor~.~e£~t to ~hm south-

west of tL~s ares, s~~d w~s ~,~ ~nevit£ble strrt~ug point for the

~borigins~ culture ~ best ~ ~’ ~ ~’ msny writers~ h~v~

~ ~ ~odifying influencesuggested that the Dsr!ing River w~s ~ ~re~ -

on the i~ediate e~vi~r~ment, mskSng it a mo~e favoursble one for

Aboriginal explo~tztJor~. 5pecificslly, ~t ~s bee~ sn~_,s~ed thst

beceuse of the presence of ~ permanent water supply, ~d of riverine

foods, the Aboriginal po~_~ulatJon of the D~rling was ~.-~

the surro~,ding ~es, and led a more sedentary l~fe,

One of th-e problems ir~ ~ ~co~t~ction of t~e tr~ditJon~l

life of t%e ~bori~vJnes of t~ ~es is to ~etermine whether this was

in fac~ the. case. Th~%Thout ~ t~e the~.~s, comparisons hsve been msde

~tween the D~rling River Aborigines, ~d those living to the esst
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pattern of life. TLe paucity of tl,e sources for the ~reas to the

east and ~rest of t~ D~rling have ~de this a alf_~cult problem ~u

many inst~,oes. More info~at!on could have been obtained by

extending the a~a further to the west or east, but this would dest~y

the sdv~nt~es of a relatively homogeueous envi~ental unit. The~

is a grsdosl rainfall and vegetation oh~mge fx~m east to west over the

~hole emea, but it is a m~or one within the limits of the study.

The I~ew South W~!es ~d ~eens!snd bo~iers have been chosen as pu~ly

arbitrar~ ~d convenient bour~d~ies for the study; but they do sewage

the purpose of limiting it geo~rap~cslly. T~ e~stern limit of the

Cobar Peiiplsin has been chosen ss the easte~ bo~d~ of the area,

beo~use it represents the oo~ds~ of u~ is oo~monly cslled l~o~h

Weste~ l~e~ South Wsles; fu~.her east the wester~ slopes of the

England T~blel~s represent a ~iffere~t environment.

To the so~th t~e l~m~t of t~e study ~re~ hs~ been placed at~

Y~enin&ee. The m~jor souroes describir~ tLe s~s below l~]enindee

of the ~borigines of the )~u~-D~iing, rstber thsn the Darling,

do not um~lly distin~ish between the two.2 This m~kes so_oh m~teri~l

~ost impossible to-ose. ~oreover, tbe~ is a ~s~l difference ~

eoviro~ent betweez~ tbe upper snd central Darli~, ~d the lower

D~rli~g. The ku~~, ~nd the Darling at its j~mction ~ith t~s strew,

See for example C.6.l. L.oc}:hart, Cro~n~ Ls~_~ds Co:~issioner~s Repot,

~st a~u~~, 1853~ Governor’s Dispatches 1853.
~d

P- Beve~idge "Or~ the Aborigines ~A~abiting the Great Lecustrine
~d Riverin~ Depression of i.~e i,ower I~uxT~f, ~wer ~u~bidgee,
Lower Lachlsm~ ~.d ~wer Darling’~. ~]ou~a! ~d Prooeedinfs of the

~I Gociet~ of New South Wsles>Vol ~7, 1883. pp ~9 - 74.



are ~aoh l~_rger bodies of water th~ the Ds~ri!~g in its upper reache~.

For these reasons the study has been limited %o %he upper stud central

D~ling regions.

The reconst~.~ction utilises the written sources for the

The most valuable are the writh-~s of ex~.lorers and early settlers who

had some contact with the Aborig~es befo~ Europesn settlement ~d

destroyed their trsdit~on~l culture. The p~ob!ems s~d

involved in the use of such sources have been out]Sued ~n Chapter I.

S~~oe the tLesis is s reoonst~ctSon, large sections of

of ~ecessity of a descriptive r~sture, iuvolv~g e compilation

su~sry of info~at~on from various so’crees. The details of s~.~ch

descriptive infor~nt~on have been given in table fox~; the tewt of each

chapter co~ce~tr~tes on su~msrising the sveilsble ~fo~m~tSo~, ~]~d

discussing ~ts sS~ficsr~ce, slung with shy p~blems i~ its

int e<oret ~t ~ on.

Chapter I] outlines the ~ir, fest<~res of the enrichment

within the study ares. Ch~p%er I!l discusses ~.boriginal

g~up size and move~ent, ~s~d trib~! divisions. Chapter ~ ~s

concerned ~ith the food quest. ~borSginal diet ~r,d food gathering

=,ethods. Chs;~ter V describes the material culture of the Aborigir, es

of the ~res, sz~d discusses the possible effects of the e~vironme~t

oz the development ~na use of weapons sn<~ imolements. ~h~pter

s brief su~- of t~e religious m~d ritual aspects of Aboriginal

in the are~. This field is re~l!y one for the social

~ologist, and s considerable ~o~mt of work has already been

specialists in the ares;3 the c]~spter ~s aimed,



therefoi~, st simply giving ~ni~ outline of ~nown prsetices and

customs. SorJe ~speets of ~borig~l cultu~, such s~ tradltionsl

~yths ~d legends, ~d lan~age, have been omitted, since these

sre complete p~blems ~quiring specialised trsi~ir~ ~r~d

not possessed by the writer.


