
Abstract

The prevailing view of the dynamics of social complexity in Iron Age mainland

Southeast Asia is best represented by the work of Charles Higham. Underpinning

Higham’s model for the emergence of Iron Age chiefdoms is an elaboration of

goods exchange networks triggered by exposure to new highly

goods from India. A critical review of Higham’s model

~e use of a regional scale neo-evolutionary theoretical

~uacies in the data used to assess wealth and status

oke in Northeast Thailand.

from extemal sources is suggested to trigger change

but in ways and for reasons that vary between different areas in

Asia. The dynamics of social complexity following exposure to

~ differ between inland and coastal areas. The factors that

of these organisational dynamics in any area are the

ial organisation prior to exposure to new exotics and the degree of

,,ty has over external exchange. As a result, while regional scale

is appropriate and required for understanding broader exchange pattems,

~ling and articulating the dynamics of social complexity is argued to

detailed local modelling and investigation.


