INTRODUCTION

The question that initiated this study was

Il .

Are the trlbal boundaries reported in the ethnography reflected

in the archaeology of the Mangrove Creek and MacDonala Rlver areas’

PP

This study will look at the prehlstorlc plctures - draWLngs, paintings

and engraV1ngs = of the Mangrove Creek and MacDonald R1ver area. Pictures

w1ll be used rather than lithic technology, or other artlfacts,

Lhon .

" as lt is generally thought that art is the entlty in whlch cultural
Cor ethnlc dlfferences are most e351ly recognlsed as style.::The spat1al
:dlstrlbutlon of pictures will be studied in an area, anludlng Mangrove
:1Creek and the MacDonald Raver,and within whlch the ethnography claims

e ;
‘lie two tribal groups. '

‘ The basic aim of this study is to see if the form and techniques of

‘productlon in pictures is different on either side of a tribal boundary.
lTo see if ethnic differences can be defined in materlal‘culture. S .
k \Ethn1c1ty is a term‘a b1t more specific than ’culture', and a blt more
’general than 'trlbe ; it refers basically to‘the concept of wldentlty
Fgfdﬁps' (see Hodder 1978:248-9). Ethnicity is a term that doee”not
lmply a deflnltlve structure as does tribe. It refers to dlfferences
khat can be related to a person s conception of or expreSSLOn of how

th Y See‘their social identity with respect to “another person; When
ethnographyxwas being collected, theee fine distinctione“had‘not
,rdraWn | My work on ethnicity refers to and depends aﬁ'ché'

T e

n°graPh1.cally reported "tribal boundary



