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Dr John Allen Ferry

Historian, Scholar and Friend
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are needed to see this picture.

8 January1949 — 26 July 2004

John taught my daughter Ruth at Martin’'s Gully
School, where John was relief teaching in 1979.
Later | used to visit him in his magnificent study

in the Teachers’ College, on the top floor along
from the Historical Resources Centre, at the
north-west corner — a sort of box-seat
overlooking Armidale. Later, after he was

diagnosed with terminal cancer in December
2003, | helped him move books out of his study at
UNE and to take his donated collection of 140
books on architecture to UNE Heritage Centre.

My strongest memories of John will remain

admiring his great skills at lecturing, or rather

giving a talk. His strong, clear voice was

authoritative and unforgettable. He was always
sure of his timing and delivery. His sentences had
the idiom of a calm and confident command of his
material. He was surely a natural teacher.
Effortlessly he projected his voice and there was
no choice but to attend to what he was saying,
mostly enthralled, because the material was
always interesting and perfectly organized.
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His generosity was unfailing. “I have some
material on that” he would say, “I will get it out
and give it to you”. And so he would without fail.
For example, he miraculously produced a copy of
the probate application for the estate of my great-
grandfather, Rev Thomas Johnstone, just when |
needed it. When he was in Sydney being treated
in April, he generously commented on my draft
revision of the origin of Armidale Street Names,
and shared with me his longstanding interest in
tracking down the origin of Canambe Street
possibly from Spain.

His scholarliness was always of the highest
standard. He was thorough and industrious. This
is evident from his two booké/algett before the
Motor Vehicle (1978 and Colonial Armidale
(1999) as well as his 15 articles in the Armidale
and District Historical Society Journal, which
included research on Comeytrowe, the Dangars at
Gostwyck, Newholme at the foot of Mt Duval,
Lindsay House, Opawa, Armidale Courthouse,
Saumarez Homestead and Tattersall's Hotel. |
know he wrote and published extensively on other
topics, including railway stations in Tenterfield
Junee and Werris Creek and buildings in
Gunnedah, Casino, Lismore and elsewhere. In
2001 Junee Shire Council published John’s book
Junee and the Great Southern Railwagnd
Tenterfield Railway Preservation  Society
publishedTenterfield-Its Railway Heritagedited

by John

He had a great knowledge and love of
architectural history. His collection of black and
white photos of houses in Brown Street, which he
took in the 1980s, is very valuable. He was a sort
of Sherlock Holmes of Australian vernacular
architecture, an aficionado of finials, barge boards
and brick bonding designs, using these and all the
other features he observed so closely to date the
erection of buildings and their additions.



He was a natural historian. He thought easily
through those connections good historians make,
reconstituting the times with political events,
social changes, inventions and innovations,
hardships and so on. | recall him pointing out that
in colonial Armidale public meetings were held
only on moonlit nights.

He would never speak unless he had done his
homework and knew his material. | remember his
talk on photography, when he explained that it
took up to 10 seconds or so for the film to be
exposed. People seldom smiled in photos because
they could not maintain a sincere smile long
enough without moving. Then he showed us two
bloopers — one in which a dog ran around, and one
where the baby moved and all the women broke
up, because they knew that would spoil the photo.
Strangely the men remained impassive and
immobile.

His self-effacing stoicism and good humour never
left him in those last seven months. Every time |
spoke to him, including at the Australia Day
function last January when he received a Mayoral
Award, | marvelled at how exemplary his attitude
was to his death sentence. He never sought pity.
He behaved just as he always had, with uniformly
good-natured and well-mannered geniality, even
when he was suffering considerably from pain and
discomfort, especially when he was cleaning out
his university office. He was a model of dignified
self-control.

John was a fine scholar, a gifted historian and a
splendid friend and conversationalist. His
masterpieceColonial Armidaleis an invaluable
source of insights into our colonial origins, and a
lasting contribution to our city’s history. | feel he
made the best use he could of his tragically
truncated life of 55 years. He has left more and
longer-lasting legacies than most people of his
age, and it is unspeakably saddening to
contemplate what he would have done if cancer
had not cut his life short.

lan M. Johnstone
July 2004

Remaining HFRC Seminars for 2004

Seminars commence at 12.00 pm and are held in
Room HES 2 of the School of Human &
Environmental Studies (the old geography
building) located on the eastern side of UNE’s
northern carpark. Anyone with an interest in the
history and heritage of our region is welcome and
encouraged to attend.
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8 September  Dr Frank Bongiorno
New England in state politics: a

regional history

13 October Dr Janis Wilton & Camilla
McRae
Family ties, Newstead stories

15 October Dr Andrew Piper

Institutional cleanliness: an
insight into middle class unity in
colonial Tasmania

(Please note that this is a
combined seminar with the
School of Human &

Environmental Studies and will
be held in HES 7.)

Dr Maria Cotter
Gamilaraay resource use project:
work in progress

10 November

Web Page

In the last edition oPast, Present, Futurg was
hoped that the Centre’s web page would soon be
available to both members and the public. It is
with pleasure that | announce that HFRC now has
an electronic presence. Martin Auster, with some
assistance from Janis Wilton and Andrew Piper,
has been working on developing a web page for
the Centre over the last few months. This work is
now complete and an e-version of the newsletter,
complete with images is now available. The

The Gamilaraay Resource Use Project

As August 2004 draws to a close the Gamilaraay
Resource Use Project (GRUP) enters its 3rd and
final year. Thus it is time for the Project Team to
consolidate data and commence the process of
final report writing. Whilst these are the primary
objectives of the next year data collection is not,
in the short term, being completely shutdown.
This is because the Project has, to this point, built
up such a momentum that people are now waiting
for their opportunity to participate.

A recent field trip with Elders from the Caroona-
Walhollow community was exciting because of its
linking of past and present material culture with
traditional Aboriginal natural resource use and
exploitation. This was particularly in relation to
the Elders description of their experiences of
fishing along the Mooki River. The field trip
emphasised for the GRUP Research Team a need
to expand our notions of Aboriginal cultural
heritage to include ecological knowledge as


http://www.une.edu.au/arts/HFRC

heritage, an expansion perhaps best informed by
discussions with members of the Heritage Futures
Research Centre. The field trip also revealed a
possible future role for the HFRC to play in
assisting the Aboriginal Community of Caroona-
Walhollow evaluate, investigate and conserve its
historic heritage, especially that associated with
the first Mission site at Caroona.

Finally, policy development with respect to
Aboriginal involvement in regional natural
resource use planning has always been one of the
intended outcomes of GRUP. The recent
restructure of the Department of Infrastructure,
Planning and Natural Resources has provided the
Project with a unique opportunity to participate in
such policy development and, via the newly
constituted Catchment Management Authorities,
has done so in a new framework of community
engagement. The Project Team is actively
pursuing such an opportunity within the Namoi
Catchment.

Family Ties

Camillia McRae reports that the Family Ties
project is progressing steadily. She has been
working on cataloguing a collection of historic
papers relating to the Newstead property that are
held by the Anderson family. To date about ten
percent of the 6,000 documents have been
individually indexed. These papers date from
1859-1863 and include personal correspondence,
receipts for clothing, jewellery, travel, school fees
and financial records for the Newstead property.

The Inverell and District Family History Group
have contributed to the project by organising
funding for the microfiiming of the Paradise
Station books (1895-1920s) and part of the
Newstead Station books (1880s-1950s). The
Family History Group members are also assisting
with research into the Anderson family with the
aim of putting these findings on-line before the
end of the year.

The Family Ties project has been used to develop
the theme for the next Tom Roberts Festival (to be
held in May 2006) — ‘Family Portraits’. Under
this theme the many different ways in which
family portraits can be painted will be explored.
The different methods of ‘painting’ portraits will
be displayed and exhibited, giving opportunity for
the public to discover and experience paintings,
artefacts, history, film, photography, poetry,
theatre and writings. This will be enhanced by a
$150,000 grant for the commencement of
conservation work at Newstead homestead. The
Ministry of Arts, through the Historic Houses
Trust (who will manage the works) contributed
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$120,000 and the owners of Newstead, the
Brudenhof Community, provided $30,000
towards the restoration.

Biography of Edward Smith Hall, editor of The
Sydney Monitorfrom 1826 to 1840

HFRC member Erin |hde teaches Australian
history in the School of Classics, History and
Religion. After completing his doctorate on the
writings of Edward Smith Hall inThe Sydney
Monitor, he was contacted by several of Hall's
descendants. They have provided a wealth of
information and documents which, combined with
the assistance of an Internal Research Grant, have
enabled Erin to embark on a full-scale biography
of Hall.

Hall was an important part of colonial society,
fighting hard for the establishment of a House of
Assembly and trial by jury in New South Wales.
He used the pages of his newspaper to fight for
the rights of anybody he thought was being
oppressed, from struggling farmers to convicts.
His fearless confronting of authority, especially
Governor Darling, led to him being jailed for
libel. Undaunted, he continued editing the paper
from inside. Yet a man who had such an impact in
his own time is largely forgotten nowadays. So it
is wonderful to see him being brought back before
the public eye.

His descendants have a well organised network in
place, with Sue Talbot producing a yearly
newsletter, also calledhe Monitor Sue, Jenny
Priestley and Frank Hall have all shared their
collections of Hall's papers, diaries and documents
with Erin, generously allowing him to copy and
borrow anything useful. Their family is an
excellent example of family history at work.
They, and others Erin has yet to meet, recognise
the importance of what they have and keenly
research and publish work on their heritage.
While Erin's work on the biography is still in its
infancy, the family is looking forward to seeing its
completion.

People, Place and Time: The Weilmoringle
Community Project

Lorina Barker is an Associate Lecturer in the
School of Classics, History and Religion, at UNE.
A new member of HFRC, Lorina is currently
conducting research on the Weilmoringle
Community. This is a rural remote community
about an hour or so drive north-east of Bourke
nestled amongst the gidgee beside the Culgoa
River. It is surrounded by black claypan flats that
merge with soft red sand to descend upward
creating the sand hills. The country is the



heartland of the Murawari People who have for
generations followed the Dreaming tracks of their
ancestors. Since the ‘settlement’ of Weilmoringle
as a sheep station Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people have lived and worked together in this
little community. The Aboriginal people have
always lived beside the Culgoa at a place referred
to as ‘the camp’ and more recently the Aboriginal
teachers and their family at the local primary
school. The population of non-Aboriginal people
consists of the shop owner and their family, the
Weilmoringle homestead (currently vacant) and
the surrounding properties.

Lorina would like to record individual family
members connections to and memories of “place”,
the Dreaming and kinship, “the settlement” of the
sheep station, the droving days, shearing time at
the Weilmoringle shed, flood time, the camp and
the school. As well as, the Weilmoringle
homestead and community events such as, the
Culgoa Races and sports day, film nights at the
school and Christmas gatherings. Consequently
she is interested in recording the community then
and now! Who was and are the community
leaders? What were the changes? What were the
similarities/differences between each generation?
Is the community any better off? What are the
issues? What are people’'s thoughts about a
particular event and/or issue? What are people’s
memories of and connection to the place?

In terms of contact between Lorina’s people and
the non-Aboriginal population, she would like to
find out — why Weilmoringle was so different to
other communities in the district? Or was it? Mary
Gill explains that ‘Both cultures used the land and
“did their own thing” but helped each other. ...
[Aboriginal people were employed as shearers
and crutchers] The [Aboriginal people] knew the
country intimately and kept an eye on us and the
sheep. A symbiotic relationship, living
independently side-by-side but working together
when necessary’ (Gill 1996: 9).

The research will also seek to identify what

previous studies have been done on the
Weilmoringle community? And why? Were the

people informed and how did they feel about it?
And what were the benefits of the research to the
community?

Through qualitative research she would like to
explore the following categories: time, place, oral
history, life stories, family relations, history,
colonialism and work. The oral history interviews
will endeavour to document community members
memories and experiences of ‘people, place and
time’ and will contribute to a deeper
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understanding of Weilmoringle the place, its
past, present and future.

Partnership and Sharing Values in Community
Heritage: A Cultural Heritage Workshop

As part of an on-going commitment to consult
with community heritage organisations and to
promote our distinctive regional heritage, HFRC
sponsored a workshop specifically targeted
towards local community organisations, local
government and interested individuals who are
involved in conserving and interpreting the
heritage (in broadest sense) of Armidale and the
surrounding districts of Guyra, Uralla and
Walcha. The workshop allowed HFRC to gain a
direct insight into the means by which it could
work with such organisations.

The workshop was held at Smith House on 24
July with twenty individuals in attendance
representing 11 organisations, other than HFRC,
with an interest in the cultural heritage of our
region. The presentations and discussions
illustrated the breadth of interests in aspects of
heritage together with a wide range of creative
approaches to making heritage a lively and
forward-looking aspect of modern life in
Armidale and its neighbouring districts.

Professor lain Davidson, HFRC Director, opened
and chaired the workshop. Local government
heritage advisor, Mr Graham Wilson, gave a
presentation to participants on the subjectloé

History of Heritage in ArmidaleThere followed a

full day of informal presentations of interests and
lively active creative discussion, that saw the
workshop goals realised. One important outcome
was that participants identified issues that could
be addressed in future workshops and training
sessions. The day was highly successful, with
good links forged between participating groups.

Wongwibinda, Aberfoyle and Ward’'s Mistake
Historical Society

In May the Wongwibinda, Aberfoyle and Ward's
Mistake Historical Society publishedOur
Grandchildren Won't Believe It: A Local History
of the Wongwibinda, Aberfoyle and Ward’'s
Mistake Areas and in mid August the editors,
Timonee Schaeffer and Frances Mcinherny,
presented the story behind the writing of this
community history at a HFRC seminar. This
community heritage project began in March 1988,
when Mr Jim Hickey, a long time resident of the
area, and grandson of pioneer families, wrote to
the Armidale Expresinviting people interested in
the history of the area to a public meeting at the
Wongwibinda Hall. In his letter, Jim Hickey put



forward his proposal to research the history of the
districts, with the intention of putting the material
collected into book form. ‘The people in the three
districts have much in common, and since the first
white settlement have shown a high degree of co-
operation ... lets hope that the same degree of co-
operation comes to the fore in the matter of
history writing. The plan is to make the writing,
the collection of old records, a truly community
effort” A committee was formed, to collect
material, research various aspects of the district
history and to encourage residents to submit their
contributions, using a set of guidelines prepared
by the editorial committee.

The members of the Group were all residents of
the area, including a majority who were
descendants of early settlers. They provided
written contributions, varying in style and
volume. Some concentrated on their own ‘family
trees’, others wrote the story of the properties on
which they were living. Many contributors
included the recollections of older family
members in their histories, thus relying on the oral
history tradition going back through the
generations. Additional research was needed (and
carried out by the editors) to detail aspects of the
district’s history which had not been touched on
by individual contributors or which needed more
information. This research included the early
occupation of the original runs, the establishment
of smaller runs such as Rampsbeck, Aboriginal
occupation of the area, and geology and
landforms.

The main reference sources used included:

» parish maps;

* Lands Department records;

 district newspapers; and,

» records of community groups such as progress
associations, sports clubs and district groups
such as the Bush Fire Authority, wild dog
control groups and the like.

Members provided some of these records, others
required searches by the editors. The editors
found it gratifying that many of the old records,

such as minute books, still being kept by the
relevant associations. Unfortunately other records,
including those of local government and State
agencies, such as the RTA and hospital
authorities, had been considered of little

importance and had become ‘lost'.

The group held regular meetings in the early
years. To assist members with their projects, and
to maintain interest, the meetings took the form of
excursions to places of particular local interest,
guest speakers on aspects of their research, or
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general discussions on the progress of the book.
Committee meetings were held fairly regularly
and a newsletter was sent to members with
progress reports.

Now thatOur Grandchildren Won't Believe Has
joined the ranks of other published regional
histories, the Group believes that it was indeed
worthwhile — ‘a truly community effort The
Group will be holding another general meeting
very soon; whether or not the members of the
WAWM Historical Research Group want to write
another book remains to be seen! However, the
editors believe that judging by the interest shown
by many of the younger generation, now would
seem to be a good time to further their interest by
encouraging the recording and preservation of
their history. HFRC wishes them all the best in
any future endeavour.

Built Heritage of Rocky River

As part of the field methods course (ABAR 243)
for archaeology students at the University of New
England, HFRC will be involved in the
excavation of the old Rocky River Post Office. Dr
Pam Watson will direct the archaeological
excavation and project, which will also carryout
research on other historical buildings at Rocky
River and review the heritage of other historical
post office buildings. Some funding for this
project has been sourced from School of Human
and Environmental Studies at UNE. As part of
this project Pam is liaising with local Uralla
historians Arnold Goode and Lee Scott. Research
that Lee has already carried out is being used to
provide historical context for the forthcoming
excavation. This project promises to exemplify
how HFRC integrates its research with
community and teaching programs.

Sesquicentenary of Responsible Government
Andrew Messher and Frank Bongiorno have been
involved in producing a regional political history

that is being funded by the NSW State
Government  through the  University of
Wollongong to commemorate the

Sesquicentenary of Responsible Government in
New South Wales in 2006. Research has been
assisted by Erin Ihde and Robin Hammond, who
have been employed as research assistants mainly
to sample the regional press.

It will be a two-volume work. The first will focus

on the period between 1856 and 1950; the second
deals with the period since. Andrew and Frank are
working on the New England chapters; the late

John Ferry was also initially involved.



The basic object is to explain why people in New
England have voted in the way they have across
the 150 years. Our technique is to attempt to relate
political development to social and economic
change in the region. What are the issues that
have exercised parliamentary candidates, political
groups and parties, and electors? What kinds of
candidates have represented the colonial/state
seats in the New England region? How do we
explain the success or failure of particular
political groups and parties? Like other
contributors to the project, we are playing with the
idea of 'country-mindedness', as developed by
Don Aitken, as a means of understanding political
organisation, ideology and voting behaviour, but
we are also interested in the part played by senses
of locality and region in electoral behaviour and
organisation.

Topics to be explored include the land issue,
sectarianism, free trade versus protection, the
emergence of the party system; the appearance of
the Labor Party and the Country Party; the New
State movement; the reasons for Country/National
Party hegemony in the mid-twentieth century; and
the challenges posed by the Labor Party, the
Liberals and, most recently, Independent
candidates to this hegemony in the period since
the 1970s.

UNE Heritage Centre

The University of New England Heritage Centre
was established in 1994 in the grounds of the Old
Teacher College in Armidale to house several of
the historical collections that had been built up by
UNE and the former Armidale College of
Advanced Education. These collections had been
formed over many years for the purpose of
teaching, research and preservation. These include
the University Archives, the Museum of
Education and the Historical Resources Centre
collections.
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The regional community, government agencies
and many dedicated staff have collaborated for
more than 50 years to gather, preserve and display
many thousands of items that reflect the social,
economic and cultural history of the people.
These items range from entire school buildings to
letters and journals. The Centre has over four
kilometres of shelving to house the all the
documents, photographs and objects it contains.

The reading room of the Centre is open Monday
to Friday from 9.00am to 5.00pm excluding

public holidays. The Museum of Education is

open by appointment anytime for an excursion
into a nineteenth-century school environment with
the University Curator as guide.

Staff here, with the help of some dedicated
volunteers also work on cataloguing and
preserving the donations. Tasks currently include
the cataloguing and re-housing of the Historical
Resources photographic collection, the re-housing
and encapsulating of fragile items in the Sir Earle
Page accession (A180) and the Dangar Papers
(A344). With NSW Government financial
assistance, staff are also cataloguing local
government records from the Uralla area for
inclusion in the register of State Archives. There
is also an ongoing program of imaging documents
for eventual presentation on the internet.

The Heritage Centre can be visited at the corner of
Dangar and Kentucky Streets in Armidale,
contacted by phone on 02 6773 6555 or emailed at
heritage @pobox.une.edu.au.

The Archives Centre of New England Girls’
School

The Archives Centre was set up in 1995 in a
building designed in 1923 by Armidale architect
R.N. Hickson as a music teaching and practice
block. Built of Armidale Blue bricks and featuring
the characteristic architectural style of the period
it has fourteen small rooms in which memorabilia
reflecting the life of the School from its
foundation in 1895 are displayed. Historical
records, such as early enrolment registers,
photographs, journals and reports are housed, and
can be accessed by arrangement.

Because the school is part of the Armidale
community there are strong links with local
history, and there are numbers of items of regalia
of interest to historians as well as to students. The
Centre has a particular significance for former
students, many of whom belong to the Old Girls’
Union, who visit it during the year. Much of the
collection is concerned with the educational
practices of earlier years.



New England Girls’ School
(Photo: UNE Heritage centre)

Requests for information are dealt with, such as
those from former students researching family
history or profiles of Old Girls prominent in
various fields of business, community and
academic achievement, and the study of
progressive education in a Church school for girls
which was wholly residential until 1970. Lessons
are given as part of the History teaching course
for students of Year 7, and students from all years
are encouraged to see firsthand memorabilia of
the lifestyle of their predecessors. Occasionally
special exhibitions are mounted and the Centre is
often used for reunions.

The Archives Centre has links with local history
organisations. Articles are written for school
publications and thdournal of the Armidale and
District Historical Society Visitors, individually

or in groups are welcome, and access to the
building and the collection is available by
arrangement. Part of the collection is on
permanent display in the W.H. Lee Room in the
main administrative building, Akaroa The
archivist, Jean Newell is an associate members of
the HFRC.

The Archives Centre of St Peter's Cathedral,
Armidale

The Centre is principally concerned with records
and memorabilia relating to ecclesiastic history, in
particular the history of St Peter’s Cathedral
parish. There is of necessity some overlap with
the history of the Anglican Diocese of Armidale.
It is situated in a brick building in the Cathedral
precinct next to the Diocesan registry, with which
there is a close association. Access is available on
request.

The aim of the centre is to acquire, house and
conserve records, chiefly registers, books,
journals, photographs and documents concerning
the history of the parish dating from the
foundation of the first Church in 1850.
Computerised records of much of the information
are available. There is also a small display of
regalia.

St Peter’'s Cathedral, Armidale
(Photo: UNE Heritage centre)

Enquires for information for research purposes are
regularly dealt with, historical articles are written
for Church and other publications, and occasional
displays of regalia are mounted in the parish
meeting-rooms.

There is a permanent historical exhibition in the
Tower Room of St Peter’'s Cathedral, which can
be seen when the Cathedral is open. Visitors
interested in the history and architecture of the
Cathedral, including touring groups, are met, and
guided tours and talks are provided if they are
required. The Centre has links with State
Anglican Archives and with local history groups.

Roadside Memorial Symposium

For three days in June visitors from the United
States, Canada, New Zealand, Britain and all
around Australia met at the University of New

England for the first International Symposium on

Roadside Memorials. This symposium was
organised by HFRC member Jennifer Clark, and
the occasion proved to be a great opportunity to
meet with colleagues working in this emerging

field and to hear about new directions in the
research. The keynote speaker was Dr Sylvia
Grider from Texas A&M who spoke about

conservation issues. Sylvia comes from a
background in anthropology, archaeology and
folklore, and this multi-disciplinary approach was

an important feature of the symposium’s culture.
The mix of disciplines was quite astounding.

Delegates came from history, studies in religion,
road safety studies, policing, visual arts,

philosophy, medicine, ministry, counselling,

architecture, landscape architecture, social work,
creative writing, media studies and journalism.
This multi-disciplinary approach to the topic was

important to the learning process. Each person
brought to the symposium a different perspective
which was willingly shared and the interaction

across disciplines was one of the highlights of the
symposium.



A volume of papers from the symposium is in
preparation and should be complete by the end of
2004. Also, as a result of the symposium a
memorial culture network has been established to
facilitate ongoing discussion and contact. The
study of Roadside Memorials is a new area of
research and because it is so multi-disciplinary it
has been difficult for researches to keep track of
new publications and new directions. It is hoped
that the symposium will be the beginning of better
communication between scholars working in the
field. If you are interested in joining the network
you can do o] by emailing
memorialculturenetwork@pobox.une.edu.au.

Pens and Presses: Education and Print in
Nineteenth-Century New England

This exciting and informative exhibition was
opened in the Museum of Printing at the NERAM,
in May and will be on display until 10 October.
The exhibition was developed over twelve months
and funded by a grant from the NSW Ministry for
the Arts. It is the result of collaboration between
NERAM'’s Museum of Print and the University of
New England’s Heritage Centre, and is jointly
produced and co-curated by HFRC member
Nicole McLennan, and Michelle Arens and
Benjamin Thorn from the Printing Museu®ens
and Presses brings together photographs,
documents ands objects from the collections of
the Heritage Centre, Calala Cottage Museum in
Tamworth, Land of the Beardies History House at
Glen Innes, McCrossin’s Mill at Uralla, Inverell’s
Pioneer Village and Gunnedah’s Water Tower
Museum. It is complemented by permanent
displays in the Museum of Printing. The
exhibition focuses on public schools and local
newspapers as the disseminators of literacy in
colonial communities.

The nineteenth century was a period of
extraordinary population growth. From 1860 to
1901 Australia’s population trebled. In New
England, more than sixty settlements had been
proclaimed by 1901 and nine of these had a
population of over 5000 people. Central to the life
of New England communities was the local ‘rag’
and the public school. The 188aiblic Institution

Act saw an explosion of schools opening across
the region. These institutions created a sense of
community and helped to break down the
isolation felt by those living on remote stations.
Through the exhibits on displagens and Presses
explores the stories of public and private schools,
children’s literature, the country press and local
businesses at the turn of the twentieth century.

The museum of Printing is located at the New
England regional Art Museum, Kentucky Street,
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Armidale. It is open Thursday to Sunday from
11.00 am to 4.00 pm. Admission is $3.50

adults/$5.00  family/$1.50  children  and
concessions. Admission is free on Market
Sundays.

Australian Archaeological Association
Conference 2004

The Australian Archaeological Association
(AAA) is one of the largest archaeological

organisations in Australia, representing a diverse
membership of professionals, students and others
with an interest in archaeology. It aims to promote
the advancement of archaeology; to provide an
organisation for the discussion and dissemination
of archaeological information and ideas; to
convene meetings at regular intervals; to publicise
the need for the study and conservation of

archaeological sites and collections; and, to
publicise the work of the Association.
The Division of Archaeology and

Palaeoanthropology at the University of New
England will host the 2004 AAA conference,
from 13-15 December. The theme of the
conference will be Networks and Narratives.
Social networks are construed by some as the very
basis of human cultural interaction and some
archaeologists have attempted to identify the
process of their emergence and maintenance in the
archaeological record. How do archaeologists go
about recognising them in the past, and how have
they been maintained? What is the role of
narratives in maintaining them, and how do
archaeologists hope to deal with the evanescence
of spoken stories?

At another level, we can also discuss the role of
networks in the business of doing archaeology,
and the role of narratives about the past in
teaching, researching and publicising

archaeology. For more information visit the

website at www.une.edu.au/aaa or contact the
organisers at aaaune2004@pobox.une.edu.au.


mailto:memorialculturenetwork@pobox.une.edu.au
mailto:aaaune2004@pobox.une.edu.au

Golden Threads Project

Chinese-Australians have played an important
part in our state and national history. Their
contributions are remembered through objects,
sites, people and stories. By exploring the Chinese
presence in parts of regional NSW, the Golden
Threads Project acknowledges and celebrates the
work of local museums and Chinese-Australians
in collecting and presenting our Chinese history.

The book from the project, written by HFRC
member Janis Wilton, is published by the New
England Regional Art Museum in association
with Powerhouse Publishing (the publishing arm
of the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney) and will
be available from early September 2004. The
book, Golden Threads: The Chinese in Regional
NSW 1850-195@¢omplements the project website
(http://amol.org.au/goldenthreads) and travelling
exhibition. It is structured around the themes of
work, language, leisure, food, beliefs, leaving and
staying. It is richly illustrated and brings together
material from diverse sources including oral
histories, government and media records, and
objects and photographs from local museums and
family collections across regional New South
Wales.

Armidale and District Historical Society

Formed in late 1959, the Armidale and District

Historical Society aims to promote knowledge

and interest in local history, including the New

England area and especially Armidale. Meetings
are held with a guest speaker at 7.30 pm on the
third Tuesday of each month, February to

October, with an excursion in November. The

usual meeting place is Kent House, 141 Faulkner
Street (opposite Central Park). Visitors are always
welcome. An annual journal is published
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containing the text of many of the talks given
during the previous year together with other
articles and book reviews. The membership fee is
$30.00 and is due at the annual meeting in April.
Further information can be obtained from Judy
Grieve, President, phone (02) 6775 1205 or by
writing to the Secretary, PO Box 692, Armidale
2350.

Membership

Membership of the HFRC is entirely voluntary
and free. There are two categories, member or
associate, depending upon the degree of
involvement one wants with the organisation.
Members are those persons who are willing and
able to become involved in all the various
activities of the Centre, such as research projects,
meetings, seminars and public events. Associates
are those persons, who for whatever reason,
merely wish to be kept informed of the Centre’s
activities, receive theNewsletter and possibly
attend seminars. New membership is welcomed.
So please, do spread the word and encourage
those colleagues, friends and associates you think
might be interested in HFRC to read the
Newsletterand contact the editor.

The Newsletter

This quarterly newsletter aims to keep you

informed about up-coming events, such as
seminars, conferences and public talks, as well as
news and items of information relevant to

heritage, with a particular focus on the New

England region and the work of HFRC members.

Unless otherwise requested the newsletter will be
emailed to members. It will soon be available on-

line at www.une.edu.au/arts/HFRC. Please feel
free to pass the newsletter on to anyone you know
who has an interest in the heritage of New

Englandbut do please suggest that they contact

HFRC about membership.

Contributions Welcome

Contributions to the Newsletter are most

welcome. Please let us know about events,
seminars, news or other relevant items that should
be included in the newsletter. The editor's contact
details are: Dr Andrew Piper, Heritage Futures
Research Centre, C/- School of Human &

Environmental Studies, UNE, Armidale, NSW

2351, or phone 02 6773 2764, or

Many thanks to those members, associates and
interested parties who have made contributions to
this edition.
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