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1Celebrating Research

Congratulations to Shannon Lightfoot (PhD candidate 
- School  of Health), who was awarded a highly commended in the 
Best Conference Presentation Award by a student at the Society for 
Psychotherapy Research conference held earlier this month at the 
University of Wollongong.

Shannon was also approached by the editor of Psychotherapy in Australia 
to submit her paper for review and hopefully publication.

Professor Brian Dollery (School of Business Economics and Public Policy) 
Professor Dollery enjoyed 
a productive year with the 
publication of Reform and 
Leadership in the Public Sector 
(Edward Elgar Publishers, 
Cheltenham, 2007), co-authored 
with Joe Wallis (American 
University of Sharjah) and Linda 
McLoughlin (Irish Institute of 
Public Administration), and 
the commencement of his ARC 

Discovery Grant. Brian also delivered papers on local government at several 
industry conferences, including Local Government New Zealand and the the New 
Zealand Treasury in Wellington, and the Australian Local Government Association 
Annual Conference in Darwin. He has just completed an edited volume on local 
government reform with Professor Ed Lesage of the University of Alberta and 
Professor Joe Garcea of the University of Saskatchewan. Together with Professor 
Lorenzo Robotti and his OPERA research group at the University of Ancona, Italy, 
Brian is finalising an edited book on structural reform in local government in 
international perspective.

Dr Chris Reading (SiMERR / School of Education) 
Dr Reading has been invited to be the Editor of the 
Proceedings for the 8th International Conference on 
Teaching Statistics (ICOTS) to be held in Slovenia in 
July 2010. The conference is held every four years 
and is considered the premier international meeting 
covering all aspects of statistics education. The theme 
of the conference is ‘Data and Context in Statistics 
Education: Towards an Evidence-Based Society’. 

It is expected that around 350 papers will be included 
in the proceedings, with about half of these submitted 
for review.

Chris was invited to this role by the Chair of the 
conference and Vice-President of the International 

Association of Statistical Education, John Harraway. In his invitation, Mr Harraway 
said of Chris ‘Your extensive knowledge of people who can act as referees would 
be invaluable. Your thourough and accurate work for the Statistical Education 
Research Journal is well known internationally’.
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UNE Leximancer Affair
Welcome to Article 4 of UNE Leximancer Affair – a regular column of this Bulletin 
dedicated to keeping the UNE community abreast with the development of 
Leximancer software which UNE acquired following Professor Ian Hay and Prof. 
Len Unsworth’s support. 
This issue extends an understanding of Leximancer functionality from the key 
ingredients of a Concept Map explained in Article 3 to correlation or co-occurrence 
among key concepts. Figure 1 illustrates these features of the Leximancer Map. 
This Map was Leximancer’s answer to the question which sought to understand 
how the New Dynamics Paradigm designed to analyse the dynamics involved in educational change 
(Kivunja, 2006:www.aare.edu.au/06pap/kiv06144.pdf) impact on learning and human behaviour in 

an organisation 
undergoing 
change. 
The key themes 
illustrated in the 
Map on the left 
are Dynamics 
Paradigm 
(in blue), 
educational 
change (in pink), 
organisational 
dynamics (in 
light blue) 
and learning 
(in orange). 
Leximancer was 
then asked to 
reveal what the 
New Dynamics 
Paradigm had 
found about 
each of the 
concepts within 
these themes. 

This generated a correlation matrix between Dynamics Paradigm and each of the concepts. The 
correlation (co-occurrence) is shown by blue rays linking Dynamics Paradigm to the concepts. 
(Many concepts are left out to keep the illustration simple).  
To the right of the Map, Figure 1 tells you that the concept selected for analysis is the Dynamics 
Paradigm. Twenty concepts were analysed by the Dynamics Paradigm. Organisational dynamics 
was the most predominant concept found throughout the data and therefore it has a relative 
frequency of 100%.  Concepts such as college (56.4%), schools (54.1%) and change (45.8%) co-
occurred with organisational dynamics by the percentage shown in parenthesis respectively. To the 
left of each of these concepts is the text navigator button. Clicking on this button enables you to 
navigate all the data that explains how the concept you have clicked on correlates to the Dynamics 
Paradigm. In other words, this contains information on what the Dynamics Paradigm found about 
each of these concepts.  

More next time
CDKivunja
Dr. Charles Kivunja
Lecturer in School Pedagogy
School of Education
Email: ckivunja@une.edu.au
Ext: 2005
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