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The Australian Council of Deans and Directors of Graduate Studies (CDDGS, 1998, 1) document responded to the need nationally for a definition of "Professional Doctorate" and provided the following:  

a program of research, scholarship and advanced study which enables candidates to make a significant contribution to knowledge and practice in their professional context. In doing so, a candidate may also contribute more generally to scholarship within the discipline or field study. Professional doctorate students should be required to apply their research and study to problems, issues or other matters of substance which produce significant benefits in professional practice  [italics, our emphasis].

Ernest Boyer’s processes of research: 

· scholarship of discovery;

· scholarship of integration;

· scholarship of application; and

· scholarship of teaching.

Gibbons and colleagues’ Mode 1 and Mode 2 knowledge production

	Mode 1 knowledge
	Mode 2 knowledge

	Knowledge that is produced and tested in the academy by researchers
	Knowledge created and tested by practitioners outside of the academy

	Disciplinary
	Transdiciplinary

	Knowing through contemplation
	Knowing through action

	Knowledge for its own sake
	Working knowledge

	Knowing that
	Knowing how

	Knower as spectator
	Knower as agent

	Propositional knowledge
	Knowledge as reflection on practice

	Theoretical knowledge
	Practical knowledge

	Knowledge about the world
	Knowledge in the world


(Bourner, Bowden & Laing 2001, my emphais)

How best to portray Mode 2 knowledge production/scholarship for formal assessment?

 FEHPS Research Guide (Eckermann 2001, 14) at the University of New England: 

A (dissertation) is a sustained and systematic piece of research that incorporates a logical line of argument, is supported by evidence which may be based upon analysis of data and contains argument relevant to the examination of a particular topic or hypothesis (or set of hypotheses).  It should reflect a high level of theoretical conceptualisation. A (dissertation) is usually divided into coherent sections or chapters that link together in a logical manner.  Each chapter should contribute to the advancement of the argument and when taken together all chapters form an integrated whole. A writer endeavours to maintain and present the argument in a clear precise and consistent manner… 

The (dissertation) should embody something original. Originality may lie in the discovery or collection of material never before used; or it may lie in a new approach to material that has been used previously.  Whatever the approach, the (dissertation) is expected to add something new to our understanding of the particular problem studied.

[I, Need a diagram here showing depth of dissertation and breadth of the portfolio. Two rectangles would do.]

The Portfolio Concept

The Deakin definition of a portfolio in its EdD:


A (port)folio consists of (a) selection of products of research which best establish(es) the candidate's claim to have carried out research of a doctoral standard (Walker 1998, 94).

A Portfolio Model

Figure 1: Model for 'new EdD at UNE' portfolio
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Portfolio Possibilities

The linking paper is one way to create coherence in the portfolio, the structure needs a roof. 

The base suggests the firm foundations of a coherent set of assumptions.

The columns allow different research studies (forms of scholarship).

Attractiveness of the Portfolio

To the busy, senior professional whose work is complex and diverse. 

Busy professionals need answers to research questions within a reasonable period of time.  

Recognises/can show the breadth of expertise that an extended professional requires, for example in genres of presentation.

Permits the inclusion of various forms of artefacts such as kits, instruments and protocols)

Allows research in the researcher’s real world of the professional workplace’s real people, real time and available resources (Mode 2). 

Clearly grounded.

(Facilitates dissemination. Generates accessibility of research by peers.)

Permits change in employment/withdrawal from study.

Problematics

What is the quality/quantity balance?:

· Potential lack of coherence of the portfolio. [Linking paper?]

· A portfolio with a broad scope could be criticised as lacking depth. 

· How big should it be?

Are dissertation and portfolio standards the same?

Does the literature have the same place and status as in the dissertation?

Excessive demands because a series of studies is required. Conceptual demands of several projects may overload researchers. 

Do supervisors have experience of the portfolio?

Do examiners have experience of the portfolio.

Are studies done in series or in parallel?

Should and is so how is researcher experience included in the text

Conclusions

Move tentatively toward the development of a portfolio as a means of showing  'significant benefits in professional practice'. 
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