
 

 
STUDY TOUR TO THE UK, 15-23 September 2009 

Visiting Glasgow, Edinburgh, London 
 
¥ University governance, leadership  ¥ Future research directions, research commercialization  
¥ Widening access and increasing participation  ¥ 2008 RAE results, QR allocations  ¥ Graduate 
education, student engagement  ¥ Quality assurance  within context of the Bologna Process 
     www.une.edu.au/chemp/activity/tours 

 
Designed for members of University governing bodies, senior university executives/managers and 
government officials, this program aims to assist participants to: 
 Gain a better understanding of the organization of UK higher education and current policy and 

management issues facing Scottish and English universities and colleges; 
 Appreciate different organisational strategies employed in addressing key policy challenges; 
 Review recent developments in university governance, leadership training and quality assurance; 
 Explore how UK universities are tackling major financial and planning issues; and  
 Assess the relevance of various UK policy initiatives & responses to Australian/local policy issues. 

UK Higher Education 
The UK has an impressive higher education system with a well-deserved 
reputation for high quality research and teaching, significant developments in 
research commercialization and innovations in teaching, learning, governance 
and linking universities with regional development agencies.  Sixteen UK 
universities are in the worldʼs top 100 universities according to the 2008 THES 
rankings and ten according to the 2008 Shanghai Jiao Tong rankings.  
The UK has a total of 109 universities and 169 other higher education institutions 
with a total enrolment of 2.36 million students. A significant number of universities 
belong to four main groupings: the Russell Group made up of 20 major ʻresearch 
intensiveʼ universities; the 1994 group comprising other ʻresearch-intensiveʼ 
universities; the Milton + which represents universities that rely mainly on 
teaching income; and the University Alliance formed in 2007 that aims to balance 
teaching and research activities within institutions.   
Study Tour Program 
The program will provide for a range of professional interests and will try to cater 
for the specific interests of participants. Examples of current UK policy issues/ 
initiatives to be explored include: 
• Results of the 2008 RAE, QR allocations & successor mechanisms; 
• Impact of £3000 tuition fees and future Government funding plans; 
• Implementation of European Bologna Process and Diploma Supplement; 
• 2009 Government White Paper on Increasing Social Mobility and Aimhigher, a 
national program to widen participation in HE by raising aspirations;  
• HEFCEʼs 2009 Economic Challenge Investment Fund; 
• Reviews and innovation in university governance and leadership; 
• Current debate on classification system for honours degrees; 
•ʻThird Streamʼ commercialisation funding and regional development agencies;  
• University graduate schools and new skill courses for PhD students.  

 
Organised by the UNE Centre for Higher Education Management and Policy (CHEMP), the 
study tour will be led by Professor Grant Harman (former UNE Pro Vice-Chancellor Research) 
and Professor Kay Harman (UNE Dean of Graduate Studies).  Since 1999, CHEMP has run 
highly successful international study programs to the UK, Ireland, the Netherlands, the United 
States and Canada, with participants coming from Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Kuwait, New 
Zealand, South Africa and the Netherlands.   



 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE  
!  Tues 15 September: Briefing meeting 6.00pm, with optional dinner to follow 
!  Wed 16 September: University of Glasgow; Scottish Enterprise  
!  Thurs17 September: Scottish Funding Council; University of Edinburgh; Universities Scotland 
!  Fri 18 September: Strathclyde Universiity; Glasgow Caledonian University; Quality Assurance Agency 
!  Sat 19-20 September: Free time but need to travel to London 
!  Mon 21 September: Association of Commonwealth Universities; HEFCE; Kingston University 
!  Tues 22 September: University College London; Universities UK 
!  Wed 23 September: University of Greenwich; The Leadership Foundation 

PROGRAM COSTS AND ORGANISATION 
The program fee is AUD$1,200.  Recommended accommodation in Glasgow is at the Thistle Hotel, 32 Cambridge Street, 
Glasgow G2 3HN (Tel: +44 141 332 3311) and in London at the Bedford Hotel, Southampton Row, London WC1B 4HD 
(Tel +44 (0) 20 7636 7822). Further information on accommodation and travel in the UK will be provided on registration.  
In addition to the registration fee and accommodation, other costs to be borne by participants include: 

•  return airfares to the UK and return air travel from London to Glasgow; 
•  local transport on buses and suburban trains, and occasional shared taxis; and  
•  meals and personal expenditure. 

Participants may use their own travel agents. Partners/spouses are welcome to join the tour either as full tour 
participants paying the program fee, or as accompanying persons with no registration fee. Participants are 
advised to take out travel/health insurance since they will not be covered by UNE insurance. The study program will 
proceed only if a minimum number of registrations is achieved.  
The final program will depend on availability of key personnel and take account of participant interests. In the event of 
forced cancellation owing to major airline disruption etc., registration fees but not other expenses may be refunded.  
Further information about this study program is available at http://www.une.edu.au/chemp/activity/tours/ or from Professor 
Grant Harman (Tel: +61 1 (02) 67 733217, Fax: + 61 2 (02) 67 733363, email: gharman@une.edu.au).  
 
 

Study Tour Registration Form: Glasgow, Edinburgh & London 15-23 September 2009 
University of New England ABN: 75 792 454 351 

1. Participant Information 

Title:  First name:  

Last name:  Preferred First Name:  

Position:  Organisation:  

Postal Address :    

    

Phone:  Email:  

 

2. The Study Program registration fee is $AUD1,200 per person (No GST is payable as this is an activity outside Australia) 

Cheque:  please mark cheques not negotiable and make payable to: ÔUniversity of New EnglandÕ 

Credit Card: (We accept Visa and Mastercard) 

Amount to be debited $...................       Card Type: Visa   Mastercard  

Card number: ÉÉ/ÉÉ./ÉÉ./ÉÉ...        Expiry date: ÉÉ./ÉÉ..  

Name of Cardholder:   ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ   

Cardholder's signature: ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ..   
 

3. Please list topics of special interest to you for the Study Program:  

 

Please send the completed registration:  
(a) by mail to Study Tours, Centre for Higher Education Management and Policy (W37), School of Business, Economics and Pubic 
Policy, University of New England, Armidale, NSW 2351 Australia, or by fax to 02 6773 3363, or 026773 3148, or  (b) by email to 
gharman@une.edu.au. An official tax invoice will be posted once payment has been processed. 


