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Zifirdaus Adnan is the Convenor of the Indonesian Studies Program, School of Arts, at the 
University of New England, Armidale, NSW, where he teaches Indonesian studies units 
including contemporary Indonesian culture, Indonesian language, and Islam in Indonesia. His 
research concentrates on discourse analysis of Indonesian texts, and Islamic radicalism and 
terrorism in Indonesia. He is now investigating life stories of members and former members 
of well-known radical groups in Indonesia. 
 
Rita Camilleri is an Honorary Research Fellow at Monash Asia Institute, Monash 
University. She has researched and written on various aspects of the Malaysia-Australia 
relationship. Currently, her research is focused on the evolution of Islam within Malaysia and 
the roles which it has played in Malaysian life, society and politics. 
 
John Funston is a Visiting Fellow in the Faculty of Asian Studies, ANU.  He has published 
extensively on domestic politics in Malaysia and Thailand, and Thailandís foreign policy.  His 
main area of current research is the conflict in southern Thailand. 
 
David Holdcroft is the current Director of Jesuit Refugee Service Australia, which supports 
asylum seekers in detention and in the community, and researches forced displacement in the 
Pacific and Papua New Guinea. David has undertaken post-graduate studies in Theology and 
worked previously as a researcher for Jesuit Social Services. 
 
Amarjit Kaur is Professor of Economic History at the University of New England, 
Armidale. Her research interests include globalisation and labour migration, evolving border 
controls in Southeast Asia, and the politics of labour protections and human rights policies in 
Asia. Her recent books include Wage Labour in Southeast Asia since 1850 (2004) and an 
edited book with Ian Metcalfe, Mobility, Labour Migration and Border Controls in Asia 
(2006). 
 
Arunajeet Kaur is a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
(ISEAS) . She works on migration issues and minority ethnic communities in Southeast Asia . 
Her current research focuses on the flow of Professional and Skilled Migrants from South 
Asia to Southeast Asia . She also works on the migration and settlement of the Sikhs in 
Southeast Asia. 
 
Ian Metcalfe is Adjunct Professor in the School of Environmental & Rural Science, and 
Deputy Director of the Asia Centre at the University of New England, Armidale. His diverse 
research interests include Earth Sciences (tectonics, palaeogeograpgy and mass extinctions) 
and Socio-Economic (gender and labour studies and migration) and Environmental (climate-
change) issues relating to East and Southeast Asia. 



Editors & Authors Biographies 103 

 
Denis Wright is Adjunct Fellow in the School of Humanities at the University of New 
England, Armidale. He taught Asian and Islamic history from 1976 to 2007 and recently 
retired from teaching. He continues to research in trafficking of woman and children in Asia, 
migration, women and work in South Asia, and is a specialist on Bangladesh history and 
culture. 
 
Faizal Bin Yahya is an Assistant Professor in the South Asian Studies Programme, National 
University of Singapore. His research focuses on economic ties between South and East Asia 
/ Southeast Asia, especially India and Singapore, current and future trends in Information and 
Communications Technology (ICT) and infrastructure development, such as 
telecommunications, ports, roads and airports. Other research interests include ASEAN’s 
growing interests in South Asia, particularly business opportunities in India, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka.  
 


