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The Australian Centre for Agriculture and 
Law is housed within the School of Law 
and is a joint centre of the Faculties of 
Economics, Business and Law and the 
Faculty of the Sciences. Its focus is 
provision of science-informed policy 
advice on legal and other matters 
affecting farmers, farming communities 
and natural resource owners and 
managers. 
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Highlights 
The Australian Centre for Agriculture and Law (‘AgLaw’) develops science-
informed rural law and policy. The Centre focuses upon sustainability and social 
justice as well as farm production issues. A feature of its work is collaboration 
with industry and researcher organisations like Macquarie University’s Centre 
for Environmental Law, Penn State University’s College of Agricultural Sciences 
and the United Nations University.  
Our front page features a fence in a dry landscape, highlighting that much of the 
past year has been spent working on issues about the relationship between 
regulation or other forms of management, and farming within a dry land. Tax, 
environmental services markets, weeds, better regulation, biofuels, and the 
future of irrigation – these are issues where the Centre was active during 2006. 
The Centre secured over $500,000 in research funding, and a number of 
unfunded projects were advanced as the basis for future opportunities or 
supporting researchers as part of the broader mission of the Centre. 

Funded research  
Land & Water Australia funded one study, concerned with ‘how can we use tax 
and markets to fund environmental services from farms?’ The research involved 
NSW Farmers, WWF Australia, and two farmer-led environmental bodies 
(Liverpool Plains Land Management Committee and Rice Environmental 
Champions). The team included industry experts (Kreston Dormers Chartered 
Accountants on taxation, and AgriDNA on rural investment structures). They 
provided advice on the practical design of tax-leveraged conservation 
instruments. Dr Susan Shearing from Macquarie University was part of the 
team. The team designed a private sector funded, private sector managed 
system for farmers to operate regional conservation initiatives on private lands. 
It recommended tax arrangements to make this possible. Discussions are now 
underway with farmer, government and environmental groups about its potential 
implementation. 

 
Representatives of NSW Farmers, Liverpool Plains Land Management Committee, Dormer’s 
Chartered Accountants and AgrDNA meet with the AgLaw Centre to consider innovations in the 
funding of on-farm conservation 
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A second study was co-funded by Land & Water Australia and the Australian 
Farm Institute. The UNE team included staff from the Centre, Associate 
Professor Jack Sinden from Economics and Robyn Bartel from the School of 
Human and Environmental Studies. Professor Neil Gunningham from A.N.U 
was part of the team. The study involved in-depth examination of regulatory 
developments from around the world. Case studies on weed regulation, native 
vegetation and biodiversity, and recent developments in co-regulation in the 
Queensland cotton industry were also used. The study addresses reforms to 
how regulation is made and reviewed. The Centre is exploring with Land & 
Water and the Australian Farm Institute how to use this research to improve 
rural regulation.  

CRC Irrigation Futures 
The Centre’s multi-year research program for the CRC Irrigation Futures is 
concerned with three important issues. 

1. Structuring institutional arrangements and instruments (such as trading 
or regulation) to encourage innovations to improve the triple bottom line 
outcome from irrigation; 

2. Developing approaches to manage that the risks of potential irrigation 
policy failure (including possible loss of social license to operate); and 

3. efficient reporting under the Global Reporting Initiative (working closely 
with Goulburn-Murray Water). 

Much of the field-work is being carried out in the Sydney peri-urban irrigation 
sector and in Macintyre Brook. The Centre is collaborating with CSIRO, 
University of Western Sydney, University of South Australia, and Melbourne 
University as well as government and irrigation bodies. Early results will flow 
from the end of 2007 and into the following three years. This research also links 
closely to research being developed with Penn State University. 

Internat ional research 
The Centre has a keen interest in social development, as well as working for the 
environment and economic efficiency. During the year Justin Rose continued 
his research into collaborative, community-based conservation and natural 
resource management in the Pacific Island Region, working closely with 
Macquarie University’s Centre for Environmental Law and the Christensen 
Foundation. This research focuses on customary and community-based aspects 
of Pacific island environmental governance from a legal perspective.  It is 
expected that it will feed into the design of more culturally suitable laws, which 
will hopefully be more effective than the existing systems in advancing 
sustainability in these developing nations. 
Assoc Professor Ian Hannam continued to carry out his important work on the 
law governing the management of soils and water and other aspects of 
sustainability, in China and in other developing areas of Asia. That work is the 
foundation for a program being developed with the United Nations University in 
the Pamir Mountains between Pakistan and China. This program, too, would 
result in the creation of better laws and policies to aid sustainable development 
in a difficult and complex part of the world. 
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Works in progress 
The diagram below summarises works in progress as at April 2007. 

 
During 2007 it is anticipated that there will be a substantial increase in the 
number of outputs from our research conducted during 2007/07, and significant 
additional funding for further research. 
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Management of the Centre 
The core team consists of 

1. Paul Martin, Director1 
2. Chris Stone, Project officer and researcher (part time) 
3. Justin Rose, Research Fellow (part time) 
4. Mark Shepheard, PhD candidate and researcher (part time) 

Since the end of the 2006 year, Jacqueline Williams was recruited to the Centre 
and Dr John Wolfenden joined us (part time), both in relation to the CRCIF 
program. Unfortunately Julie Martin resigned during the year for personal 
reasons. 
Adjunct team members were active during the year. 

1. Dr Ian Hannam, particularly in developing our international research 
opportunities. 

2. Dr Miriam Verbeek, providing research, editorial and coordination 
support to research teams. 

3. Dr Tony Gleeson, with environmental management systems. 
4. Professor Peter Rogers, with the Primary Industries Innovation Centre 

program in biofuels. 
5. Amanda Kennedy, who was involved in various research projects. 

We worked closely with researchers from within the Faculty and the University. 
These included Kip Werren in relation to taxation issues, and Dr Robyn Bartel 
and Associate Professor Jack Sinden on regulatory reform. 
In addition to the substantial work in progress and market development 
activities, the following outputs were produced. 

DEST Outputs 
Books 
Martin, P.V. and Verbeek, M., 2006 Sustainability Strategy, The Federation 
Press, Sydney 
Conference Proceedings 
Martin, P (2006) “Weeds: new strategies for an old problem” in C. Preston, J. H, 
Watts, and N. D. Crossman, 15th Australian Weeds Conference Papers and 
Proceedings: Managing Weeds in a Changing Climate, WMSSA: Adelaide 
Journals 
Gregory, G. and Martin, P.V., 'The Anatomy of a Health Reform Agenda: 2002-
2005', Health Issues, vol., no.86, pp 24-28. 
Harman, G. and Stone, C.D., 'Australian university technology transfer 
managers: Backgrounds, work roles, specialist skills and perceptions', Journal 
of Higher Education and Policy Management, vol.28, no.3, pp 213-230. 

NON-DEST outputs 
Martin, P., Towards a heuristic framework for choice and mix of instruments for 
NRM, Land and Water Australia Integration and Natural Resource Management 
Lunchtime Seminar Series. (forthcoming publication in 07) 
Martin, P, Replenishing the coastal zone management toolkit, 15th NSW Coastal 
Conference: Coasting Towards a Sustainable Future, Coffs Harbour, 7-9 
November. 

                                                        
1 The Director is also the Associate Dean, Research for the faculty (50%) and as 
in-kind to the CRCIF (25%). He was actively involved in the NSW Premier’s E10 
Committee, the Primary Industries Innovation Centre, and in farmer and 
environmental organisation presentations, and to the Bar Association of NSW. 
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Martin, P., Craig D., Knowledge Trusts: A more efficient path for knowledge 
protection? World Archaeological Congress Symposium on Cultural Heritage 
and Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property Rights, Burra, 3-5 December. 
(forthcoming publication in 07) 
Shepeard, M., Wolfenden, J., Attard, S., The Sustainability Challenge: 
Performance and Reporting by the North Burdekin Water Board and 
Sustainability: Foundations for the Future, CRC for Irrigation Futures Technical 
Report No. 03-4/06. 
Wolfenden, J., Evans, M., Dutra, L., What has been learned that increases the 
opportunities for irrigation communities in a changing world? CRCIF Technical 
Report 05/06. CRC for Irrigation Futures, Sydney.The Director of the Centre 
also carries out the role of Associate Dean, Research for the Faculty of 
Economics Business and Law, and is contracted to the CRC Irrigation Futures 
as part of the UNE commitment to that Centre. 

Both Jacqueline Williams and Justin Rose submitted their PhD theses at the 
end of the year. Both have since received their examiners’ reports, which were 
outstanding. 

Management committees 
The management committee is made up of  

➤ Professor Peter Flood, Deputy Vice Chancellor, UNE 

➤ Professor Roley Piggott, Faculty of Economics, Business and Law  

➤ Professor Margaret Sedgley, Faculty of the Sciences 

➤ Professor Geoffrey Hinch, Faculty of the Sciences 

➤ Garry Griffith, NSW Dept of Primary Industries 

➤ Professor Stephen Colbran, School of Law 

➤ Brian Pape, School of Law 

An external advisory group consists of  

➤ Tony Gleeson, Synapse Consulting 

➤ Alistair Urqhart, Affairs of State  

➤ Professor John Becker, University of Pennsylvania 

➤ Professor Peter Rogers, University of NSW 

➤ Michael Keogh, Australian Farm Institute 

➤ Stephen Mark, NSW Legal Services Commission 

The support and advice of these people is fundamentally important to the 
Centre. 


